
  The final report of an architectural 

survey of historic resources in Botetourt County 

was recently released.  The survey was conducted by 

Hill Studio, P.C. under a contract awarded by the 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  It was 

funded through a matching grant awarded to Bo-

tetourt County through the Virginia Department of 

Historic Resources Cost Share program.  The Bo-

tetourt County Historical Society, Inc. partnered 

with Botetourt County in applying for the matching 

grant and the historical society contributed $1500 

towards the project.  The historical society also pro-

vided volunteer assistance, resources, information 

and referrals to Hill Studio as part of the field work 

that was done to complete the survey.   

 The survey was conducted at the reconnais-

sance level, under the direction of Alison Blanton, 

project manager, and Anne Beckett, architectural 

historian and lead investigator.  The grant application designated that 350 properties were to 

be surveyed. 

 According to the abstract released as part of the 100 page report, “The data collect-

ed with this project is to be used for recognition and protection of important historic re-

sources in both the short– and long-term land use planning for Botetourt County.  This report 

also serves as an educational tool to encourage preservation of these historic resources by 

informing the public.” 

 During the survey a total of 327 properties were surveyed on the reconnaissance 

level that had not been previously documented.  23 previously documented properties were 

re-surveyed due to their threatened condition or lack of information.   

 Numerous recommendations for actions that could be taken are included in the re-

port.  These include a listing of properties and districts that could be eligible for listing on the 

Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places.  Three historic dis-

tricts currently exist in Botetourt County (Breckinridge Mill Historic District, Buchanan His-

toric District, Fincastle Historic District).  The survey identified several other potential historic 

districts, including Eagle Rock, Glen Wilton, Springwood, and Troutville. 

 A printed project report, which includes a discussion of the historic context of the 

survey area that was based upon themes such as Subsistence/Agriculture, Education, Religion, 

Commerce/Industry, Transportation/Communication, Government/Law/Political, and others 

was produced.  In addition, a Data Sharing System (DSS) for the 350 properties was developed 

and a scripted Power Point presentation of resources as they relate to historic preservation 

was created. 

 The survey report is available for sale at the museum store or by mail at $15 each 

(add $5.00 for shipping/handling for mail orders). 
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Dear Fellow Members, 

 

It looks like Spring has sprung! We are looking forward 

to a busy year with the Historical Society and Museum. 

The historic survey of Botetourt County has been com-

pleted. This project was financed and sponsored by the 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Botetourt 

County, and the Botetourt County Historical Society. 

Print copies of the final report are available through the 

museum store at $15 each (plus $5 for shipping and 

handling for mail orders).  Contact the museum office at 

473-8394 for more information. 

 

I would like to thank you all for your gifts of time, artifacts, and money. We realize 

that in this tough economic environment that many people are rethinking their 

donations. We depend on your help and strive to deliver on our mission in a very 

economical way. This is achieved through the efforts of our volunteers, support 

from our County, and the generosity of our members. Thank you for your contin-

ued support. We have received several monetary gifts from estates that help to 

sustain us in difficult economic times. If you would like information on this please 

contact me or Weldon Martin. 

 

Another gift area that is important to us are artifacts. We strive to protect and 

present the history of Botetourt County and an important part of this is our mu-

seum. To see items connected to our past means so much more than words and 

children in particular benefit from this experience. The children of today cannot 

imagine a time before electricity, automobiles, or computers. To see the wonder 

in their eyes when they look at the old cooking implements, candle molds and 

clothing is priceless (and often humorous). Please read the article on the gift of the 

Anderson portraits by the Gordon estate (descendants of the Andersons and 

Archers). One thing we can offer to a family is the assurance that an artifact will be 

preserved and displayed so that the public can benefit from its past connections. 

 

This summer please bring your children and out-of-town guests to visit the muse-

um. It is free and air-conditioned! 

 

Again, thank you for all of your support in our ongoing mission of protecting and 

presenting the history of Botetourt County. 

 

Sincerely, 

 John Rader Jr. 

President 

2009 Corporate Memberships (since last newsletter) 

Lawrence Transportation Systems Frontier Club ($50- $99) 

nTelos Foundation   Colonial Club ($100-$249) 

Walmart Foundation   Blue Ridge Club ($250- $499) 

 

Endowment Fund Contributors (since last newsletter) 

Hanson, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

Kunze, Amparo & Kurt 

Scheevel, Janet S. 
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In Appreciation to 

Barbara Kagey 

For assistance in installing the new 

 computer system at  

The Botetourt County Historical Museum 

Special Tributes 

 You are invited to submit a tribute to someone special by mak-

ing a contribution to The Botetourt County Historical Society in their 

honor or memory.  This could be in recognition of a birthday, a special 

event, or an anniversary.  We will publish a tribute to the individual in 

the next quarterly newsletter of the historical society and will send a 

copy of the newsletter with an accompanying letter to the person being 

honored or to the family in the event of a memorial tribute.   

 Please submit information and checks made payable to BCHS at 

PO Box 468, Fincastle, Virginia 24090.  You are reminded that BCHS is a 

501©(3) organization and contributions are fully tax deductible.  Any 

funds received will be used to support the programs and projects of The 

Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. 

 

World War I Era Artifacts Donated by Braithwaite Family 
 

 A new display of World War I era artifacts, donated by Barbara 

and Philip Braithwaite is now being exhibited as a part of the military dis-

play at the Botetourt County Historical Museum.  Barbara and Philip are 

residents of Dallas, Texas, but Barbara is the daughter of Vannie Wood 

Trosper of Botetourt County and is descended from the Firebaugh and 

Wood’s families of Phillip Firebaugh and Mary Elizabeth Firebaugh Wood 

of Botetourt County.  Mr. and Mrs. Braithwaite have been generous sup-

porters of the Botetourt County Historical Museum, having previously 

donated a variety of artifacts to the museum. 

 The World War I display includes the autographs of General 

John G. (“Black Jack”) Pershing, who was a Field Commander in World 

War I, his aide, Captain (later Colonel) George E. Adamson, General Malin Craig, Chief of Staff of the Ar-

my of Occupation in Germany (1918-1919) and Secretary of State Cordell Hull (under President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt).  It also includes a display of World War I post cards that came from Vannie Wood 

Trosper’s collection.  The post cards were sent “home” to Salem by two soldiers.  Also included is a 

“girlie” picture from the early 1900s.  Several 78 RPM records are in the display, including Over There, sung 

by Arthur Fields, Send Me a Curl, sung by Charles Harrison, Laddie Boy, sung by Burr and Campbell, Some-

where in France is Daddy, sung by Arthur Fields, Heartbreaking Doll, sung by Billy Murray and At Dawn and 

Roses of Picardy, sung by Jesse Crawford.  The records have been recorded on a CD by studio engineer Phil 

York of Dallas, Texas, who has recorded some of Willie Nelson’s songs.  Also donated is Silent Night sheet 

music, along with a recounting of the famous Silent Night, Christmas 1914 story.  The story recounts how 

the soldiers from both sides called a truce from the trenches and joined each other in celebrating Christ-

mas, centered around the singing of Silent Night. 

 The collection of the autographs center around a trip to Washington, D.C. around 1939 that Barba-

ra Braithwaite remembers taking with her father and sister.  She remembers her father driving them to 

Washington in his 1936 Studebaker.  Once they arrived in the city the heavy traffic congestion frightened 

her so much that she got down in the floor of the car to hide.  Their trip included visits to the U.S. Su-

preme Court, the White House, the Capitol, the Library of Congress, the Washington Monument and the 

Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, the Smithsonian and the Department of State.  During her visit to the De-

partment of State, she went around to the offices of the men listed above and collected their autographs 

from their secretaries.  She has treasured them over the years and has expressed her delight in now being 

able to share them with the visitors to The Botetourt County Historical Museum.  
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Church History Committee Collecting Information on  

 County Churches 

 The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. Board of Directors has established a church history committee that has been 

charged with the task of collecting historical information and photographs on Botetourt County Churches.  The committee, under the 

chairmanship of Mrs. Loretta Caldwell and Mrs. Katherine Harris, is asking for all county churches to participate by submitting information 

and older photos of each congregation. 

 Some of the information will be used with photos to compile a History of Botetourt County Churches book for sale to the 

public.  Many churches have already submitted information but more help is needed to make this project successful.  Please contact Kathe-

rine Harris (473-2337) or Loretta Caldwell (884-2022) if your church has not received a letter from the committee or if you need more 

information.  Information can be submitted to The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. at PO Box 468, Fincastle, VA 24090. 

       

 

Fifth Annual Lifewriting Contest 

Sponsored by Botetourt Genealogy Club, Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. and Homespun Legacy 

Theme: “Summer Picnics” 

Submit your personal story or life experiences of not less than 500 words nor more than 1500. 

Look for contest rules at www.homespunlegacy.com or phone 473-3998. 

Deadline for entry: Must be postmarked between April 25 and May 31, 2009 

First Place:  $100 Second Place:  $50 Third Place:  $25 

 

National Historic Preservation Week - Buchanan Historic District Walking Tour  

  In coordination with National Historic Preservation Month, the Town of Buchanan Downtown Revitalization Pro-

gram invite you to enjoy a downtown Historic District Walking Tour. The Tour highlights some of Buchanan's historic 

remnants dating from the 1800's through the early 1900’s. Donations are accepted for the Tour which includes a guided 

walk with brochure and a reception of light refreshments in the garden of the Historic Wilson Warehouse. Join us 

on Saturday, May 16th at 10AM when we start at the Wilson Warehouse (Community House) located at 421 Lowe 

Street. For additional information contact the Buchanan Downtown Revitalization Program at 254 - 1212, or buchanan-

va@verizon.net . All proceeds will be used for the beautification of the grounds at the Historic Wilson Warehouse.  

Anderson Portraits Donated to Museum 

 

 An oil portrait of General Joseph Reid Anderson (by William Garl Brown, Jr.) has been donated to the Botetourt 

County Historical Museum from the estates of J. Douglas and Tanja F. Gordon, Mr. Gordon having been a descendant of 

General Anderson.  The gift also includes portraits of Mrs. Anderson and her parents, the Archers.  General Anderson was 

born at Walnut Hill, outside of Fincastle and served in the Confederate Army.  He is most well known as the founder of the 

Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, which supplied much of the ordnance used by the Confederacy during the Civil War.  His 

father-in-law, Mr. Archer, was a partner in the Tredegar Iron Works.  A more detailed description of these important addi-

tions to our museum collection will follow in the next newsletter.  

mailto:buchananva@verizon.net
mailto:buchananva@verizon.net
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Eye on the Artifact 
“A Stereoscopic Discovery” 

 
 Recently a couple came into 

our museum on a Saturday in-

quiring about Cherry Hill, an old 

farm off Country Club Road.  Hen-

ry Freeman had lived there as a 

youth, and he and his wife Anne 

returned to see it again and look 

up the farm’s history at the mu-

seum.  After doing so, we encour-

aged them to take a tour, but 

they were short on time.   They 

agreed to take a few minutes in 

the Breckinridge Law Office 

where they made a surprising dis-

covery.  Mr. Freeman noticed the 

Stereoscopic Viewer on the book-

case and declared that it had 

been in his grandparent’s home near Rt 220 and Interstate 81 in the late 

1950s.  Prior to this, we had no information on the donor or the viewer, a 

popular artifact with young people who visit our museum. 

 Sure enough, the photographs organized in wooden boxes beside the 

Viewer were of Mr. Freeman’s grandparents’ home in St. Louis, Missouri, in-

cluding many extended family members on his mother’s side and photos of 

summers spent at Battle Lake, Minnesota.  The photographs were probably 

taken with an old box camera between 1910 and 1920, and enjoyed count-

less times through the years with the enhanced magnifying capabilities of 

the Stereoscopic Viewer! 

 Mr. Freeman said that he and his siblings were fascinated with the 

viewer and photographs as children, and it was displayed in the home of his 

grandparents, Sam and Doris Stocker, who moved to Botetourt County from 

St. Louis around 1955.  It found its way to the Botetourt County Historical 

Museum, probably given by Freeman’s father, Brewster Freeman, after the 

Stockers had passed away. 

 Hand held stereoscopic viewers came in many styles and were common-

ly made of wood, tin and glass.  They were the view masters and slides of the 

turn of the 20th century and a source of sharing family memories in many 

homes.  We are fortunate to have one to share with you in our museum!  
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Image By Dan Phelps  

Buchanan Civil War History Weekend 

April 24th, 25th & 26th 
 

  

Hear the roar, feel the ground shake as Civil War Cannons echo across the valley. History comes alive in downtown Buchanan as the 

community celebrates it third annual Civil War History Weekend on April 24, 25 & 26th. See the flash, smell the smoke and witness 

the reenactment of General McCausland and his confederate troops fighting to secure the bridge delaying General Hunters fiery Raid 

of the Valley.  

 

As the last leg of the James River and Kanawha Canal, Buchanan served as an important Confederate supply depot for shipment of 

agricultural produce and pig iron to Richmond. Buchanan’s farmers provided the Confederate quartermaster with beef, cotton, yarn and 

corn as well as troops for the Confederate war effort, most notably the Botetourt Artillery.  The unit distinguished itself in the defense 

of Vicksburg.  

 

Federal General David Hunter marched through Buchanan on June 13, 1864, on his ill-fated raid in Lynchburg. The following day 

Confederate General J.D. Imboden reported that Hunter had driven Confederate troops under McCausland’s command out of Buchan-

an. Period letters tell how McCausland burned the covered bridge over the James River before leaving igniting a fire which  destroyed 

close to thirty buildings. 

Personal letters of the era also tell of the devastation to Buchanan caused by the war including the burning of Col. John Anderson’s 

home known as Mount Joy, the three day Federal occupation of Oak Hill, the Anchorage and the Presbyterian Manse, as well as other 

private homes and offices throughout Town. The battle flag of the Botetourt Artillery was said to have been made from the wedding 

dress of Cassandra Anderson, owner of Mount Joy. 

 

You and your family are invited to explore one of the lesser known sites of the War between the States in downtown Buchanan. Dis-

cover how this tiny riverfront community, nestled within the steep slopes of the Blue Ridge and Alleghany Mountains, was thrust into 

the battle. Learn about Buchanan’s resistance to Union General David Hunter, and thousands of troops, as they fought to secure the 

James River Bridge, as Union forces made their ill fated march to Lynchburg on June 13, 1864.  

 

For additional information and a schedule of events contact the Buchanan Downtown Revitalization Program at buchanan-

va@verizon.net or call (540) 254-1212. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



New and Renewed Memberships  
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Listed below are the new and renewed memberships received since the last newsletter and up to April 1, 2009.   New and renewed memberships re-

ceived after that date will be listed in the next newsletter.  Please accept our apology in advance if we have inadvertently left anyone’s name off the list.  

We appreciate being notified if names have been listed incorrectly or misspelled. 

 Life Members  ($500 and up) 

Layman, Ann & Allen 

 

Patrons         ($100 and up) 

Black, Paul G. & Evelyn A. 

Carter, Claude D. 

Corathers, Johanna M. 

Ferris, Kenneth 

Hartman, Lee C. Jr. 

Hicks, Henry & Karen 

Jones, Bob & Wendy 

Jones, Dan & Charlotte 

Kepley, Mr./Mrs. John C. 

Powell, Mr./Mrs. Roy Breckinridge 

Putney, Lacey & Carmelia 

Rader, John W. Sr. 

Robbins, Jean C. 

Spigle, Meghan 

Zans, Gretchen 

 

Friends          ($25-$99) 

Ammen, Langdon 

Anderson, Richard G. & Elizabeth B. 

Barnette, Edmund 

Benson, Katherine 

Billings, Warren & Carol 

Braithwaite, Philip & Barbara 

Brown, John & Patricia 

Burgess, Pam & Jerry 

Burton, Kip & Lyn 

Camper, Joseph 

Carter, Rev. L. Clyde Jr. 

Coakley, Gene & Rebecca 

Cory, Franklin W. 

Deel, Judy 

Dooley, George & Jane 

Elliott, Merry V. 

Ferkler, William A. & Kay 

Garst, John & Betty 

Hanson, Mr./Mrs. Charles 

Hayes, Jane & Randall 

Heitz, Robert Stair 

Hoffman, Robert Hanes 

Jenkins, Geneva 

Kessinger, Joyce & Ronald 

Lawson, Lois 

Layman, John W. & Jane Brugh 

Loope, William & Mary Lee 

Mahone, Nancy Hopkins 

Martin, Weldon & Susan 

McClure, W.R. & Goodwin, M.Jo 

McCoy, Antonia 

Merritt, Thomas 

Moore, William P. 

Myers, Jane 

Neelley, John W. 

Neperud, Peter 

Obenshain, Mary Anne 

Parker, Wanda 

Pursley, Michael 

Reynolds, G. W. 

Rice, Clive E. & Betty Ann 

Rosazza, Karl & Barbara 

Scheevel, Janet S. 

Spencer, Charles R. 

Switzer, Charles D. 

Tolley, A.G., M.D. 

Tucker, Paul & Terry 

Waldrop, Dr. Alex A. III 

Williams, Wayne & Elizabeth 

Woodie, Phyllis & Bobbie 

 

Individual/Family ($10-$24) 

Alexandria Public Library 

Anderson, Leanna Depew 

Armentrout, Ellen F. 

Arnold, Doris 

Bolton, Edna B. 

Bond, Mary R. 

Bryan, M. W. III 

Caldwell, Loretta 

Casey, Daniel H. 

Chapman, Marylou 

Chews, Martha F. 

Cottrill, Karen Kessler 

Craig, Gwen 

Cregger, Susan B. 

Dillman, Rex 

Dolph, Dr./Mrs. Harry 

Donerson, Betty A. 

Dyer, Patricia 

Firebaugh, Anita 

Foster, Paul & Janet 

Fuller, Brenda 

Fuller, Elizabeth 

Fullhart-Spidel, Frances 

Garland, Paul Griffith 

Glick, Gene & Smith, Deb 

Hammond, Howard 

Hinson, Glenna 

Hunt, Katherine 

Jones, Donald W. 

Kegley, Sallie Ralston 

Kennedy, Brenda G. 

Kinzie, Barry L. 

Kunze, Amparo & Kurt 

Lanford, Stan & Elsie 

Lockhart, Robert & Ruby 

Macoubrie, Robert J. 

Markham, Barbara 

McClellan, Nancy & Ted 

Miller, Cheryl McMillan 

Nye, William 

Oakley, Jane G. 

Perry, Patricia 

Proffitt, Billy W. 

Reeder, William & Marsha 

Sage, Deana 

Shuey, Verna & Ed 

Snider, Linda Watson 

Stafford, Beverly 

Stoutamire, Warren P. 

Sydnor, George & Shirley 

Thompson, Howard & Janice 

Tosh, William 

Trout, William E. & Nancy 

Ware, Richard & Paige 

Watkins, Billy Ray 

Wilburn, Evelyn 

Zollman, Bill & Sharon 
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We Appreciate Your Membership and Support!!! 

Please Check Your Mailing Label 
 Help support your historical society and the Botetourt County Historical Museum by renewing your membership at the 

highest possible level.  We depend on your generous support! 

 The historical society has recently installed a brand new computer system at the museum in Fincastle.  We are very excit-

ed because the new technology will allow us to improve our record keeping and data collection.  We are also very appreciative 

to Botetourt County for allowing us to have internet access for the very first time by connecting us to the Botetourt County 

network.  We are in the process of converting our data base to a new software system and we have been unable to print member-

ship expiration data on the mailing labels for this newsletter.  We hope to be able to do this by the time the next newsletter is pub-

lished.  Please bear with us as we convert our system over.  If you have not renewed your membership for 2009, please do so as 

soon as possible.  Please don’t hesitate to contact our executive director at wmartin@botetourtva.us for additional information 

on your membership status or for any other questions. 

  Use the enclosed Membership/Order Form with your dues, contribution and/or order.  It is vitally important to the ongo-

ing success of our society that you update your membership annually and that you consider an additional gift to support the work 

of the historical society.  Your membership dues and additional financial support is used to help us operate the Botetourt County 

Historical Museum and to promote the preservation of Botetourt County’s historical heritage in other ways, including assisting with 

genealogy research, publishing this quarterly newsletter, and operating a museum store and mail order business (we ship books all 

over the country).  In addition, a contribution to our growing Endowment Fund will help to ensure the continuing operation of 

the museum and the historical society on a permanent basis. 

   PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our website at www. bothistsoc.org. 


