
 This story began when Museum Volunteer, Jean Robbins, at the Botetourt 

County Historical Museum, reviewed Robert Stoner’s book, A Seed-Bed of the Re-

public. She suggested to Gail McMillan, Director (DLA), Digital Library and Archives 

at Virginia Tech’s University Libraries, that the two analyze the hand-written cook-

book recipes of Nancy G. Figgat, October 29, 1890, housed in Virginia Tech’s Special 

Collections.  The same manuscript collection held a memorandum book inscribed by 

Ann Godwin, January 5, 1856, and a few letters between her mother and father 

(Martha M. and Thomas G. Godwin, 1835-1885). 

 The manuscript collection was offered for pur-

chase by a Philadelphia book dealer, and the Special Col-

lections Department at Virginia Tech University bought it 

in 2000.  After the discovery of the link to the two Fin-

castle families, Robbins and McMillan became interested 

in researching the Figgats and the Godwins. 

 McMillan made an online search, perused the in-

ternational bibliographic database, WorldCat, and made a 

fantastic discovery.  A 2007 thesis at William and Mary, 

“Again in the Providence of God”:  Two Appalachian 

Women Inscribe Community, Family, and Faith on the 

Civil War” by Elizabeth Jean Anderson, featured Nancy 

Godwin Figgat.  This led to the discovery that secreted within Godwin’s Memoran-

dum Books the inscription “N. G. Figgat”, followed by a diary begun on July 1, 1862, 

and ending on January 11, 1865. 

 At the same time, Robbins was assisted by Loreta Wolfe, docent at the Muse-

um, Loretta Caldwell, genealogist, in the Clerk of Court Office in Fincastle, and Sally 

Eads, local historian in Fincastle, with accumu-

lating a wealth of information from document-

ed sources.  Another online search by McMil-

lan compelled the two to travel to Richmond 

to peruse the correspondence of Charles Miles 

Figgat briefly described in the online catalogs of 

both the Library of Virginia and the Virginia 

Historical Society.  He was quite a prolific let-

ter writer to his wife, Nancy Godwin Figgat.  

Additional research by Rob 
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Dear Fellow Members and Friends,  

   

In the midst of summer, events at the Botetourt 

Historical Society are being planned. Our Sixth 

Annual Founders Day Dinner will be held Friday 

evening, November 5th. Please put this on your 

calendar as it has become an important fund-

raiser for the Society. 

 

We continue to celebrate the work of our new 

Education and Tour Coordinator, Patty King, 

and her team – especially Susan Martin (Botetourt County Historical 

Society volunteer) and Marcia Neighbors (Historic Fincastle Inc. Tour 

coordinator).This group is implementing a newly developed program 

to provide tour opportunities for school groups that are coordinated 

with the Virginia Standards of Learning. 

 

We would like to thank Travis Chaplin, an intern from Roanoke Col-

lege, who during his spring semester volunteered at the museum.  

Travis transcribed old documents, researched history of artifacts, and 

conducted tours, among other things during his time with us. We 

would also like to thank some of our other volunteers, Jean Robbins 

and Kate Harris who volunteer weekly at the museum. 

 

Thank you to the Botetourt Chapter of the DAR for reorganizing 

some of our files and the addition of a file cabinet to keep their ar-

chived records. 

 

We would also like to thank Mary Anne Obenshain for donating the 

proceeds of her new book on the Trinity community to the Historical 

Society. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all of our members, Founders Day spon-

sors, and Botetourt County for your financial support. It is needed 

now more than ever as we continue to expand and maintain our col-

lection in order to fulfill our mission of preserving and promoting the 

history of Botetourt County. 

 

Sincerely, 

John W. Rader, Jr. 

President 

 

 

 The Botetourt County Historical Museum host-

ed 1,944 recorded visitors during 2009! 



August, 2010    A Touch of History      Page 3 

 

bins in her local historical resources for Fincastle, Botetourt County and Lexington confirmed that Ann Godwin was, indeed, 

Nannie G. Figgat. 

 The next part of the research was to complete the transcription of the manuscript collection.  McMillan worked on 

snow days during the winter transcribing the old cursive handwriting, while Robbins spent days analyzing the two manuscript 

cookbooks—one by Martha Mary Godwin and one by her daughter, Nancy Godwin Figgat.  This was an interesting task but 

difficult when pages were torn, words were stained beyond reading, information was cryptic, especially the use of archaic 

terms, and when there were missing measurements.  To assist, facsimile copies of cookbooks of the 1800s were used to 

complete the recipes.  Nancy Godwin Figgat identified sources by placing a name under many of the recipes.  Often she 

mentioned “Mrs. Randolph” as the source; Mrs. Randolph was the author of “The Virginia House-wife, 1824.” The cookbook 

was named the most influential American cookbook of the nineteenth century by Karen Hess, a nationally known culinary 

historian. 

 The completion of this research project is a work in progress with a great story developing of two prominent Fin-

castle families.  The Godwins and the Figgats gave leadership in many ways to their community.  Within the two families 

were bankers, lawyers, doctors, business men, judges, and board members to establish schools, along with leaders in the two 

oldest churches in Fincastle.  Also their story includes Civil War participation by the men in the families and the women’s 

role at home during the War.  As the two researchers complete their analysis of the information, they plan to write and 

share this great story. 

         Gail McMillan 

        

 Jean Robbins 

 

 

Transcribed Copy: 

Molasses Pudding 

1 pint of molasses 

5 eggs 

1 pint of flour 

1 cup of cream 

1 teaspoonful of soda 

1 cup of butter 

1 cup of sugar 

1 tablespoon of ginger 

Bake in a paste 

Continued from page 1. 

The images above are courtesy of the Peacock Harper 

Culinary Collection, University Libraries at Virginia 

Tech. 
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 Sixth Annual Founders Day Dinner 

      To Be Held on November 5, 2010 
 

 The date has been set for the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc.’s 6th Annual Founders Day Din-

ner.  The annual celebration is scheduled for Friday, November 5, 2010, at the Family Life Center of the Fincas-

tle United Methodist Church, beginning at 6:30 P.M. 

 An entertaining evening and delicious meal is being planned.  Keynote speaker for the event is Dr. Janice 

Pryor, PhD, who is professor or speech and drama and director of theatre at the Wytheville Community Col-

lege.  Dr. Pryor has worked in summer theatre, written melodramas, children shows and a one women show.  

In 2002, she was one of eleven recipients of the Outstanding Faculty Award, presented by the State Council of 

Higher Education.  She will be presenting an historical interpretation entitled “An Evening With Martha Wash-

ington.” 

 The colonial style buffet dinner will include a cranraisin walnut mandarin orange and blue cheese salad 

with cranberry vinaigrette dressing, parmesan crusted chicken, brined pork loin with brown sugar glaze, maple 

pecan sweet potatoes, steamed vegetables, scalloped corn, hot rolls, and a delicious bread pudding with vanilla 

sauce for dessert. 

 Tickets, which will remain at $25 each, will go on sale around the second week of September and will be 

available for purchase from any member of our board of directors (see listing on page 2 of this newsletter).  

They will also be available for purchase at the Botetourt Historical Museum on Courthouse Square in Fincastle 

and at Digital Image Printing on Roanoke Road in Daleville (up the street from Lord Botetourt High School). 

 We hope you will mark your calendar now and plan on joining us on November 5.  The dinner is an an-

nual celebration and a fundraiser for the historical society, helping us to continue our operation of the historical 

museum and the other projects of the society. 

———————————————————————————————————- 

Preservation Virginia Hosts “Getting to Know Us “Event 

 
 On Sunday, October 10, from 3 pm – 6 pm, Botetourt citizens are invited to attend an educational/social 

event to learn about the state-wide organization, Preservation Virginia. 

 Preservation Virginia, a private non-profit organization, is dedicated to perpetuating and revitalizing Virgin-

ia's cultural, architectural and historic heritage. Its mission is directly consistent with and supportive of Article XI of 

the Constitution of Virginia, benefiting both the Commonwealth and the nation. Preservation Virginia provides lead-

ership, experience, and services to the public to help save, manage, and protect historic places. It develops preserva-

tion policy, programs, and strategies with individuals, organizations, and local, state, and national partners. 

 The event is hosted by Preservation Virginia’s Rockbridge County Chapter in cooperation with several cul-

tural organizations in Botetourt County. It will be held at Blazes Hill Farm, 341 Springwood Road, Fincastle, Vir-

ginia. Additional information will be forthcoming in The Fincastle Herald. Information may also be obtained by 

calling 540-354-9698.    
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Eye on the Artifact 
(A Regular Feature of our Newsletter, Highlighting one of our Museum Artifacts) 

 

The Lunch Box 

 
 As we were recently celebrating the 4th of July and the independence and freedoms that we are all fortunate to 

enjoy, it brought to mind the importance of appreciating “the American soldier”.  Many come to mind, from men and 

women of the American Revolution to those currently serving in Afghanistan.  There are those we know and those we 

have read about or heard of, some famous, most just ordinary patriots.  Many are lost in the line of duty, others still miss-

ing, and the lucky return home.  How the nature of war must change one’s personal perspective forever! 

 Tucked among the war memorabilia and artifacts in the upstairs U. S. Military exhibit is a Civil War Lunch Box.  

Made of rusted tin, it was crafted in a semi-

circular shape with metal loops on the side 

to be slipped through the belt and carried.  

Holes are punched in the bottom to keep 

food fresh and the lid fits snugly. 

 Donors Ruth and Irene Bigler said 

the box was used by Civil War soldier Mark 

Bigler IV.  When he returned home to his 

family in Botetourt, they asked him why he 

had no equipment.  He replied, “I am so 

disgusted with war that I threw away my 

rifle and everything except this lunch box 

and would have thrown it away except that 

it contained a piece of bread.” 

 Mark Bigler expressed his weary 

perspective on war in 1865, and his family 

never forgot his sentiments.  Although this 

is the expression of one individual, the col-

lective impact of the work of those who 

serve and have served in the U. S. Military is 

lasting and ongoing.  We are profoundly 

grateful to their service and dedication. 

 

 ***This article is written to  honor Corporal Adam Woodie of the U. S. Marines now serving in Afghani-

stan and all others from Botetourt County who have served and are presently serving in the U. S. Military. 

Written by Patty King, Docent 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bicentennial Exhibit Being Planned 
 

      2015 will mark the  245th anniversary of Botetourt County, Virginia.   We are beginning the collection of 

memorabilia from the 1970 Bicentennial Celebration to become a part of a special exhibit to go on display in 

2015.  If you have memorabilia from the bicentennial, including photos that could be copied, please contact 

BCHS Museum Chairperson, Kate Harris, at 473-2337. 
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Siding Replaced on Back of Museum 
 

 A great big thank you is extended to Botetourt County for the recent replacement of siding on the back of the histor-

ical museum.  The old siding had deteriorated, and repainting it was not a good option.  Thankfully, the county had siding left 

over from the new Eagle Rock library project, and it was perfect for the museum building’s need. 

 Botetourt County contracted with Ron Lucas Construction, who did an outstanding job of replacing the siding and 

installing new window sills while they were at it.  We can already tell a difference in the climate control inside the museum 

and this should last us for many years.  The county is planning to repaint all the trim on the museum building soon to match 

the new siding. 

 Thank you Botetourt County for allowing the historical society to use this wonderful, historic old building for our mu-

seum, and for maintaining it! 

In Memoriam 

Robert E. Harshbarger (1927-2010) 
   A long time volunteer (1995-2008) in the Clerk of 

Court’s Office in Fincastle, Mr. Robert Harshbarger 

indexed thousands of files to speed research for visi-

tors.   Often volunteering 30 hours per week, he cata-

logued marriage licenses, court records, and land 

deeds. 

   Mr. Harshbarger retired to Botetourt County after a 

distinguished career in the military and the U.S. Civil 

Service, including a position with the National Military 

Command Support System in the Pentagon from 1962 

to 1982.  

   Robert Harshbarger was honored in 2007 with the 

Emily Gordon Honts Heritage Award, presented annu-

ally by the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc.  

  We honor Mr. Harshbarger for his hard work, dedi-

cation and commitment towards promoting the herit-

age of Botetourt County. 

Professional Photograher’s Botetourt 

and Fincastle Scenes Now on Sale in 

Museum Store 

 A collection of Fincastle and Botetourt scenes by pro-

fessional photographer Lynda Trout Murphy is now on sale at 

the Botetourt County Historical Museum 

store.  A native of Roanoke (but descend-

ed from the Obenshain family of Bo-

tetourt), Lynda has photographed many 

of the historical buildings in Roanoke, 

Salem and Botetourt County over the 

years.  Thumbnail views of her collection 

can be seen on her website at 

www.murphysphoto.com.   

 Lynda was inspired at an early 

age by her grandfather who was a pho-

tographer in WWI & WWII.  As a child she spent time in the 

dark room with him and loved to see the images come to life in 

the chemistry.  She is currently the first and only photographer 

accepted into the Artist Roster with the Virginia Commission for 

the Arts in the Artist in Residency Program. 

 Original photographs are printed on fine art, acid free 

paper with archival chromatic inks or are gelatin silver process 

printed in the darkroom.  The chromatic inks are good for up 

to 100 years if kept in the correct conditions.  All of the cards 

are stored in archival sleeves and will fit in a 5x7 frame.  Prints 

sell for $6.00 and $10 each, depending upon size. 

Botetourt Living 2010 Features the 

Historical Museum 

 A two page spread in the 2010 edition of the Botetourt 

Chamber of Commerce’s “Botetourt Living 2010” magazine 

prominently features the Botetourt County Historical Museum. 

Thousands of copies of the magazine are distributed annually by 

the chamber of commerce and area businesses. The article focus-

es especially on the newly expanded educational programming and 

school tours that are being promoted by the museum’s education 

and tour coordinator, Patty King, in partnership with Historic 

Fincastle Inc.. 

 With the assistance of Marcia Neighbors, tour coordina-

tor for HFI and Susan Martin, a retired history teacher, Mrs. King 

has put together an expanded program for the school groups that 

is tied directly to the Virginia Standards of Learning.  Read all 

about it in the “Botetourt Living 2010” magazine, which can be 

picked up for free at the museum, the chamber office and loca-

tions throughout the county. 

 



New and Renewed Memberships  
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Listed below are the new and renewed memberships received during the period from March 1, 2010 through July 31, 2010.   New and renewed member-

ships received after that date will be listed in the next newsletter.  Please accept our apology in advance if we have inadvertently left anyone’s name off the 

list.  We appreciate being notified if names have been listed incorrectly or misspelled. 

 Life Members ($500 and up) 

Foutz, Roger & Carole 

Patrons         ($100 and up) 

Downs, Nancy B. 

Eads, Sally A. 

Harshbarger, Robert 

Holt, George & Betty 

Jones, Daniel & Charlotte 

Jones, R. C. 

Lawson, Anna L. 

Lester, Herman D. 

Mayse, Dr. Edgar C. 

Robbins, Jean 

Scheevel, Janet S. 

Wiegandt, Pam & Ralph 

Wigren, Ellen Rader 

 

Friends          ($25-$99) 

Ellett, Frank & Lucy 

Galvin, Joanne 

Haley, Natalie & Keith 

Harlow, Mary L. 

Jenkins, Geneva K. 

Jones, Garland & Jane 

Kearns, Betty C. 

Kegley, George A. 

Lawler, Mr./Mrs. James M. 

McCampbell, Ralph & Gail 

Merritt, Thomas 

Moore, William P. Jr. 

Nelson, Carolyn & Stan 

Nelson, Lila D. 

Preston, Jane D. 

Reynolds, G. W. 

Shissler, Mary 

Thompson, Nell C. 

Tolley, Dr./Mrs. A. G. 

Tosh, William H. 

Van Cleef, Scott P. 

Vanderveen, Edward & Mary 

Watson, Bill & Pat 

Westerman, E.C. Jr. & Mary Ellen 

Wilkens, Linda K. 

Wood, Pete & Freda 

Wood, Robert E. & Priscilla 

Young, W. M. 

 

Individual/Family ($10-$24) 

Adamson, Mr./Mrs. Peter C. 

Anderson, Richard G. & Elizabeth B. 

Armour, Gilbert & Sharon 

Arthur, Debbie 

Atkinson, Esther N. 

Banks, Therese 

Beckner, Barbara 

Brown, Martha & Walter 

Burnett, Douglas & Lora 

Butler, Mr./Mrs. Caldwell 

Caldwell, Loretta 

Chew, Martha F. 

Clark, Junior L. 

Craig, Gwen 

Dolph, Dr./Mrs. Harry E. 

Everett, Steve A. 

Firebaugh, Anita 

Fisher, Carolyn 

Fuller, Brenda K. 

Fuller, Elizabeth 

Fullhart-Spidel, Frances 

Garland, Paul Griffith 

Gengo, Robert 

Goodmiller, Joan 

Graves, Jack & Nancy 

Hinson, Glenna 

Jones, Donald 

Jones, Rayford Scott 

Kappeser, Gary & Karen 

Kinzie, William & Mary Ann 

Lanford, Mr.?Mrs. J. F. 

Macoubrie, Robert J. 

Mahone, Nancy Hopkins 

Markham, Floyd & Barbara 

Mateer, Geneva  

McCrary, Daniel J. 

Morrison, Rebecca J. 

Newcomb, Richard 

Pacello, Mr./Mrs. Albert 

Park, Mary Virginia B. 

Peer, Roberta J. 

Pepper, Wade G. & Jane C. 

Randall, The Rev. Corydon C. 

Rankin, Nadine (5 yrs.) 

Richert, Robert & Joel 

Rynd, Helen M. 

Satek, Greta 

Sayler, John G. 

Seivwright, Steven D. 

Severn, Janice (3 yrs.) 

Shuey, Verna & Ed 

Spell, Jane M. 

Stoutamire, Warren P. 

Sydnor, George & Shirley 

Teaford, Catherine 

White, Roxie & Mark 

Williams, Mary C. 

Wilson, Aundria 

 

Business/Civic/Government         

James River Club Level ($500 & Up) 

Botetourt County Bd. Of Supervisors 

 

Donations (Museum and Endow-
ment Funds) 

Anderson, Richard G. & Elizabeth 

Armour, Gilbert & Sharon 

Atkinson, Esther N. 

Banks, Therese 

Jenkins, Geneva K. 

Lanford, Mr./Mrs. J. F. 

Layman, Charles & Janet 

McCrary, Daniel J. 

Nelson, Carolyn & Stan 

Residents of Brandon Oaks 

Vanderveen, Edward & Mary 

Wigren, Ellen Rader 

Williams, Mary C. 
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Please Check Your Membership Status 

 

 Please help support your historical society and the Botetourt County Historical Museum by renewing your 

membership at the highest possible level.  We depend on your generous support! 

 

 An Update on Your Newsletter Mailing Labels:  We have added dates on your mailing labels.  Our data-

base system is now set up to allow us to show your most recent membership renewal date.  As we continue to up date 

the system, we are also indicating membership categories immediately following the date.  In addition, some of you are 

on our mailing list because you have requested to be placed there, or because you have purchased items from our mu-

seum store.  It is becoming increasingly important to us to have your financial support through membership renewals or 

donations. As an example, each newsletter costs us approximately fifty cents to produce and mail.  Our goal is to con-

tinue to produce an interesting and informative quality newsletter for you and to circulate it to as many people as possi-

ble.  If the date on your mailing label (which shows when you last renewed or made a purchase) is July 

31, 2009, or earlier, please consider renewing your membership at the highest possible level at this time.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact the museum office at (540) 473-8394 or our executive director at wmar-

tin@botetourtva.us for additional information on your membership status or for any other questions. 

 

  Please use the enclosed Membership/Order Form with your dues, contribution and/or order.  We have been 

blessed by your faithful and generous support and are dependent upon it to help us operate the Botetourt County His-

torical Museum and to promote the preservation of Botetourt County’s historical heritage in other ways.  These in-

clude assisting with genealogy research, publishing this quarterly newsletter, and operating a museum store and mail 

order business (we ship books all over the country).  In addition, a contribution to our growing Endowment Fund 

will help to ensure the continuing operation of the museum and the historical society on a permanent basis. 

   PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

Don’t forget to visit our website at www. bothistsoc.org. 

Return Service Requested 


