
    The Botetourt County Historical Society, 
Inc. has announced the 2006 recipients of The Emily 

Gordon Honts Heritage Award.  The award is present-
ed annually to individuals who have worked to pre-
serve, promote or protect the heritage of Botetourt 

County, Virginia.   It was established in 2005 to 
honor the many accomplishments of the late Emily 
Gordon Honts who served as President of the Bo-

tetourt County Historical Society, Inc., curator of the 
Botetourt County Historical Museum, and the first 
executive director of the historical society.    The recip-
ients were announced at the second annual Founders 

Day Dinner, held on October 27, 2006, at the Fincastle 

United Methodist Church Family Life Center. 

 Emily Honts, who was a long time resident 
of the Eagle Rock and Fincastle areas of the county was 
known as the unofficial “historian” of Botetourt County 

during her years of leadership of the historical society.  
She was an avid genealogist and helped many people 
from across the country in researching their family 
histories.  She was a devoted DAR member and had 

served a term as State Regent of Virginia.  Assuming the 
leadership of a revitalized Botetourt County Historical 

Society, Inc. in 1991, she led the society in its renova-

tion of its museum in Fincastle and created the society’s 
quarterly newsletter, A Touch of History.  She was serv-
ing actively as executive director when she passed away 

unexpectedly in December, 2003. 

 The 2006 awards were presented to three 
individuals who were instrumental in the founding of 

the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. and the 
creation of its historical museum in Fincastle.  They are 
Robert Douthat Stoner, Katherine Camper Harris and 

Joseph Buhrman.  Mrs. Harris and Mr. Buhrman contin-
ue their active support of the work of the historical 
society and are currently serving on the Board of Di-

rectors. 

 Mr. Robert Douthat Stoner was a lifelong 
resident of Botetourt County, where his family had 

lived for generations.  Serving as deputy Clerk of the 
Circuit Court from June 1938 to July 1939, and then as 

Clerk of the Court from July 1939 to January 1960, Mr. 

Stoner had the opportunity to gather information re-
garding the history of Botetourt County.  He compiled 
this information into his comprehensive history of 

Botetourt County, Seedbed of the Republic, which is in 
its second printing and is still a much sought after re-
source for historians and genealogists across the coun-

try.  Mr. Stoner spearheaded the efforts to establish a 
museum in Fincastle and along with many other citizens, 
created the Botetourt County Historical Museum, 

which opened in 1966.  He served as the first president 

of the Botetourt County Historical Society. 

 Mr. Joseph Buhrman has been a lifelong 

resident of the Eagle Rock area where he continues to 
own the family farm.  He is an active member of the 
Eagle Rock Ruritans and travels around the world, but 

manages to find the time to continue his service to the 
Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. as an actively 
involved member of the Board of Directors.  As one of 

the original founders of the historical society, he has 

been involved in the operation of the museum for over 
40 years and was instrumental in keeping it in operation 

for many of those years.  He continues to share his 
knowledge of and love for the history of Botetourt 

County, gained over a lifetime. 

 The third recipient, Mrs. Katherine Camper 
Harris, is also a native of Botetourt County and was 
also instrumental in the founding of the Botetourt 

County Historical Society and the Botetourt County 
Historical Museum.  She served as secretary for the 
first museum committee and the first board of direc-

tors, describing those days as “fun and exciting times”.  
She was also an active member of the Botetourt Bicen-
tennial Committee, working on publicity for the events 

and working as one of the authors of the Botetourt 
County Bicentennial Pageant.  She is a former board of 
director’s member of Historic Fincastle, Inc.  She is an 
active member of the DAR and the United Daughters 

of the Confederacy.  Katherine is an avid genealogist 

and has extensive knowledge about Botetourt County 
history.  As an antique shop operator for many years, 

she is very knowledgeable about artifacts in the muse-
um and continues to help with researching information 
regarding them.  Among her many ongoing projects, she 

is collecting information regarding the founding of the 

Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. 

The recipients were presented an engraved 

plaque and their names were added to a plaque that is 
displayed permanently in the Botetourt County Histori-

cal Museum in Fincastle.  
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Dear Fellow Members, 

 

The Botetourt County Historical Society has had a very busy fall. First we hosted a 

presentation by several leading historic preservation organizations at the regional, 

state and national level on October 16, 2006. This event was held in the restored 

Buchanan Theatre and we would like to thank Dale and Gloria Carter for its use. 

This event was very informative in helping the community move forward in pro-

tecting our Historic Resources. I would like to thank Cathy Benson for coordinat-

ing this event with help from Peggy Crosson of Historic Fincastle Inc. 

 

Our Second Annual Founder’s Day Dinner was held Friday, October 27th . The 

keynote speaker was Dr. James (Bud) Robertson, Jr. who spoke on “Robert E. Lee 

– A Man for the Ages”. Again, we had a full house and appreciate the community’s 

support. We would like to especially thank our sponsor’s who are listed in a sepa-

rate article in this publication. 

 

November 14-15 saw us hosting The Discovery Expedition of St. Charles, a non 

profit group who were reenacting the travels of Lewis and Clark through the area.  

Their encampment and public program was well attended and we appreciate the 

cooperation and assistance from Historic Fincastle, the Town of Fincastle, Central 

Academy Middle School and several business and community groups in assisting 

with this project (see article in this newsletter).. We would to thank Cathy Benson 

for her hard work on this event.  

 

On November 16th the Museum hosted the Botetourt County Chamber of Com-

merce “After Hours”. We had a nice turnout and everyone enjoyed this annual 

event. 

 

As we head into the winter the museum is getting a new roof. We are fortunate 

that our space is owned by the county and they are covering the full cost. The 

roof is being replaced with a custom standing seam metal roof. 

 

Finally, the work of the Botetourt Historical Society could not take place without 

your contributions of money and time. We thank you for your continued support 

and encourage you to keep the Botetourt Historical Society in mind when making 

your year-end gifts. Also, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 

docents and volunteers. I would especially like to thank Weldon Martin, our Exec-

utive Director, who has succeeded in moving the Botetourt County Historical 

Society and Museum forward. 

 

We would like to wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous Near Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 John Rader Jr. 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

 Our appreciation is expressed to the members of The Fincastle 
Garden Club and to our docents for their hard work in beautifully deco-

rating the Botetourt County Historical Museum for the holiday season.  

Stop by and see what they have done! 



Second Annual Founders Day Dinner a Great 

Success! 
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 The Botetourt County Historical Society’s Second Annual 

Founders Day Dinner was a great success with a sell out crowd of 

over 190 people attending the October 27, 2006, event.  Held at the 

Family Life Center of the Fincastle United Methodist Church, the 

buffet dinner was enjoyed as Randy Hurt, on the piano, played civil 

war and period music.  An invocation and pledge to the flag was led 

by Board of Directors’ member Stephen Vest.  Following dinner, 

President John Rader, Jr. recognized special guests and introduced the 

Awards committee (Angela Coon, Loretta Caldwell, and Weldon 

Martin) who announced the recipients of the 2006 Emily Gordon 

Honts Heritage Awards. 

 The highlight of the evening was the presentation by key-

note speaker, Dr. James Robertson, Jr., who was introduced by Board 

member John Graham.  Dr. Robertson, Alumni Distinguished Profes-

sor of History at VA Tech and a nationally acclaimed civil war histori-

an and author, presented an inspiring talk entitled Robert E. Lee: Man 

for the Ages.  Following his talk and the presentation of door prizes 

by Alice Crowder and Susan Martin, Dr. Robertson signed books for 

many in the appreciative audience. 

 The Founders Day Dinner, which was established to cele-

brate the founding of the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. in 

1966, has become a popular annual event and an important fundraiser 

for BCHS.  The event was supported by Corporate sponsors listed 

below as well as over 35 Founders Day Patrons. 

Thank You Door Prize Contributors: 

Apple Barn 

Bank of America Daleville Branch 

Bellacinos 

Botetourt Flower Shop 

Cahoons Florist and Gifts 

Cracker Barrel of Daleville 

Fincastle Pharmacy 

Hardees of Troutville 

The Homeplace 

Ikenberry’s Orchard 

Mike’s Market 

Papa John’s Pizza 

Quickette of Fincastle 

This Is It 

The Farm Store 

Virginia Forge Company, LLC 

President John Rader, Jr. Greets Our Guests 

Thank You Corporate Sponsors! 

Gold Level Sponsors: 

The Bank of Botetourt 

The Bank of Fincastle 

Roanoke Cement Company 

Silver Level Sponsors: 

Digital Image Printing 

Richard Koffman 

Richard and Delaine Newcomb 



    Discovery Expedition of St. Charles, MO 

Visits Fincastle on November 14-15, 2006 
 

 Visitors to the community on November 15 might have done a “double 

take” when seeing William Clark walking through the streets of Fincastle as part 

of a visit by the Discovery Expedition of St. Charles on November 14-15, 2006.  

A group of approximately 30 reenactors wandered through town for several 

hours in their authentic costumes enjoying their step back into history. 

 The Discovery Expedition of St. Charles, Missouri is a non profit organi-

zation consisting of around 250 members from all around the country.  Their 

main purpose is to educate the public about the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

which began in 1803. Approximately 189 men have participated in the reenacting 

of the expedition beginning in Pennsylvania in August 2003, and ending at St. Lou-

is in September 2006. 

 The Discovery Expedition of St. Charles visited Fincastle as part of their 

reenactment of the journeys of William Clark and Meriwether Lewis across Ken-

tucky and Virginia as they headed for Washington, D.C. to report on their travels 

to President Thomas Jefferson.    According to local historian, Gene Crotty, Wil-

liam Clark visited Fincastle in December 1806 and Fincastle gave Clark a party on 

January 8, 1807, which made him late for his expected arrival in Washington. 

 The reenactors spent a little over twenty four hours in Botetourt, before moving on to Lexington, and their visit was chock full 

of activities and events.  Arriving in Fincastle at approximately 2 PM on November 14, they set up their encampment near the football field 

at Central Academy Middle School and soon had the camp fire going.  The camp was opened to the public for visitation from 5-7 PM that 

afternoon and over 150 people wandered through, visiting with the expedition members and observing camp life.  At 7:30 PM a well at-

tended public program began with the presentation of a proclamation from the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors (presented by 

Assistant County Administrator Ned McElwaine) and a resolution from the Town of Fincastle (presented by Mayor Scott Critzer).  Por-

traying William Clark was Bud Clark (Michigan), the great, great, great grandson of William Clark who presented a slide presentation on 

the travels of the Discovery Expedition across the country.  Portraying Meriwether Lewis was Dr. Bryant Boswell (Mississippi).  Several of 

the reenactors were direct descendants of the person they were portraying. 

 Wednesday morning, November 15, saw the expedition raising the flags in front of Central Academy Middle School for an inter-

ested audience of arriving students and teachers.  The morning was spent with every one of the over 350 middle school students having 

the opportunity to “experience” the encampment, visiting stations set up by the reenactors and having the opportunity to hear the 

presentations and ask questions. 

 In addition to the visiting reenactors, local photographer Rebekah McDonald of Troutville wandered through the camp portraying 

Judith (Julia) Hancock.  Julia Hancock was the young Fincastle girl that William Clark courted and married.  Meeting Julia when she was just 

12 years old, William Clark was smitten and visited Fincastle on several occasions, finally marrying Julia on January 5, 1808, when she was 

16 years old. 

  The expedition’s visit was ended with a luncheon at Santillane, hosted by 

owners Dan and Lissy Merenda, and followed by some free time for the reenactors 

to wander the streets of Fincastle, visiting churches, the courthouse and the Bo-

tetourt County Historical Museum. 

 The visit of the Discovery Expedition was coordinated by the Botetourt 

County Historical Society, Inc. with the assistance of Historic Fincastle, Inc. and the 

Town of Fincastle.  The coordinating committee consisted of Scott Critzer, Dorothy 

Kessler, Jean Ellis, Susan Martin, Cathy Benson, Kevin Costello, and Weldon Martin.  

Cathy Benson did much of the leg work and coordination for the visit.  In addition to 

the groups listed above support was also received from the Botetourt County Office 

of Tourism, Botetourt County Sheriff’s Department, Botetourt County Town and 

Country Woman’s Club, Central Academy Middle School, The Fincastle Herald, The 

Bank of Fincastle, Alleghany Construction Company (Andy Douthat), and The Foun-

tain at Buchanan,  
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Bud Clark, great, great, great grandson of Captain William Clark poses 

with CAMS eighth grader Conner McBane. 

Reenactors at work in camp at Central Academy Middle 

School in Fincastle on November 15, 2006 
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Fincastle Celebrated the Lewis and Clark  

Expedition on January 8, 1807 

 
 On January 8, 1807, the citizens of Fincastle gathered on the courthouse square to celebrate the return of Captain 

William Clark to Fincastle after his successful expedition to explore the western frontier.  According to local historian Gene 

Crotty, the town’s one remaining Revolutionary War cannon was fired to celebrate the occasion and the sheriff of Botetourt 

County, Patrick Lockhart, spoke on behalf of the citizens of the county.  What follows is an excerpt from his speech and Cap-

tain William Clark’s response. 

 

January 8, 1807 

Gentlemen: 

 Sentiments of esteem and gratitude induce us to offer you our sincere congratulations upon your safe return to the bosom of 

your county.  During your absence upon a perilous & laborious service, we have reflected with deepest solicitude on the dangers, which 

you must necessarily encounter; our anxiety for your safety, and that of the party under your, is now happily terminated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . It will be a source of unmixed gratification to remember that in order to meet the just expectations, which your appointment by Gov-

ernment had excited, you have navigated bold & unknown rivers, traversed Mountains, which had never before been impressed with the 

foot steps of civilized man, and surmounted every obstacle which climate, nature, or ferocious Savages could throw in your way.  You 

have the further satisfaction to reflect that , you have extended the knowledge of the Geography of your country; in other respects en-

riched Science; and opened to the United States a source of inexhaustible wealth, no event, which occurred during the expedition, can, in 

the smalles degree, impair the force of those solacing reflections. . . . . . . . . . . .  

 With great respect we are Gentn. Your humble Servts. 

 

   Pat Lockhart, Chairman, 

   By order of and on behalf of the Citizens of Fincastle & etc. 

 

 

Captain Clark’s response followed. 

 

Gentlemen: 

 Those sentiments of esteem and solicitude for our personal safety expressed in your affectionate address has excited in me the 

livelyest Sensibility. . . . . . . . . . . .  . It will be a pleasing reflection in future life to find the expedition has been Productive of those ad-

vantages to our country, geography, and science that you are willing to imagine. . . . . . . . . . .  

 Gentlemen, we ought to assign the general safty of the party to a singular interposition of providence and not to the wisdom of 

those who commanded the expedition. . . . . . . . . . . .  

 The friendly attention manifested towards us by many of our fellow citizens is highly flattering, but the citizens of Fincastle & its 

vicinity produces those emotions, which I am unable to describe. I will do myself the Honor to hand Capt. Lewis and make known to the 

faithful party that accompanied us, your friendly address, which I will undertake to say for them will be fully appreciated.   

 You will please gentlemen except of the best wishes your most obedient Humble Servant. 

 

       W. Clark 

       To the Citizens of Fincastle and its vicinity 



New and Renewed Memberships  
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Listed below are the new and renewed memberships received since the last newsletter and up to September 18, 2006.   New and renewed 

memberships received after that date will be listed in the next newsletter.  Please accept our apology in advance if we have inadvertently 

left anyone’s name off the list.  We appreciate being notified if names have been listed incorrectly or misspelled. 

Life Member  ($500 and up) 

Brugh, Max 

 

Patrons         ($100 and up) 

Black, Paul G. 

Chase, Blakslee N. 

Corather, Johanna M. 

Damerel, Anna Noel 

Krippendorf, Carl & Evelyn 

Wiegandt, Pam & Ralph 

Wood, Robert & Priscilla 

 

Friends          ($25-$99) 

Barnett, Virginia 

Barnette, Edmund L. 

Bohon, Dr. John Keith 

Breckinridge, Jane Wells 

Brenner, Carol & Alan 

Bulmer, Cassandra 

Caldwell, Dr. Ray A. 

Campbell, Bill & Rhonda 

Camper, Joseph B. 

Caplan, Willie 

Carico, Melville S. 

Crockett, Alex & Becky 

Crotty, Gene 

Deel, Judy 

Dooley, George & Jane 

Foutz, Roger & Carol 

Hays, Randall & Jane 

Hertz, Robert S. 

Hickle, Robert 

Huggins, William F. 

Irvine, M/M Michael 

Kegley, George A. 

Lanford, Stan 

Little, Harold & Harriet 

McCoy, Antonia W. 

Moore, William P. Jr. 

Obenshain, Joseph 

Pepper, Wade G. & Maria Jane 

Reed, Don 

Smith, Deborah J. & Glick, Eugene 

Stokes, Sandra 

Switzer, Charles Dewey 

Tolley, Dr. & Mrs. A. G. 

Vest, M/M Dale 

Waid, Reedie & Bob 

Whitescarver, Roy S. 

Williams, Wayne E. 

Yochim, Marie H. 

Yoshida, Charles & Phyllis 

Young, Jim 

Zans, Gretchen L. 

 

Individual/Family ($10-$24) 

Adamson, Pete & Nancy 

Alexandria Public Library 

Ammen, Langdon M. 

Boyd, Dr. & Mrs. William 

Braithwaite, M/M Phillip (2yr.) 

Brown, Martha & Walter Jr. 

Bryan, Malcolm & Bryan 

Brugh, Latane 

Caton, Eugene W. III 

Chascsa, N.L. 

Cribb, Lucille 

Critzer, Scott 

Davis, Maggie 

Dillman, Rex 

Eastman, Terry 

Edwards, Dr. & Mrs. R.Thomas 

Firebaugh, Anita 

Firmin, Horace & Linda 

Graves, Jack & Nancy 

Gravett, Ira Luck Jr. 

Jenkins, Geneva K. 

Johnson, Marcia 

Kessler, Dorothy S. 

King, Patricia 

Lucas, Ronald 

Macleod, Douglas (2yr.) 

McClellan, Nancy D.  

McDonald, Joe 

Merritt, Tom 

Morland, Florence 

Myrick, Edwin A. & Lelia 

Naff, Dan & Linda 

Nye, William J. (2yr.) 

Phillips, James & Julia 

Rice, Clive & Betty Ann (2yr.) 

Sage, Deanna 

Skillman, John E. III 

Snider, Donald 

St. Clair, Kenneth W. & Hedda 

Sykes, Betsy Cloyd 

Tate, J. B. 

Teaford, Catherine 

Thomas, Bernice N. 

Thompson, Howard & Janice 

Trout, Dr. William E. III 

White, Bonnie 

Woodie, Rebekah 

 

Don’t Forgot! 

 

Check your mailing label to 

see when you last paid your 

dues or placed an order. 

 

Support your historical society 

by renewing your membership 

at the level of your choice! 
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Rockbridge APVA Chapter Tours Botetourt County 

 
 The Rockbridge Chapter of the Association for the Preservation of 

Virginia Antiquities spent a cold, blustery Thursday touring historical Bo-

tetourt County on November 2, 2006.  The group enjoyed a walking tour of 

historic Fincastle, led by the Reverend Edgar Mayse of Historic Fincastle, Inc.  

Clerk of Courts, Tommy Moore, greeted the group in the Clerk’s office 

where volunteer Keith Weinwurm had prepared a display of documents 

signed by famous Virginia citizens such as George Washington, Patrick Hen-

ry, and Thomas Jefferson.  They proceeded on to the Botetourt County His-

torical Museum for a tour of the museum led by executive director Weldon 

Martin and docent Loraine Harris. 

 Following lunch at the Fincastle Presbyterian Church where they 

were joined by Peggy Crosson and Edgar Mayse of HFI and Weldon Martin 

of BCHS, the group headed north where they were met by Nadine Rankin, 

local historian and BCHS board member, at the Last Lock Park on the banks 

of the James River just north of the village of Eagle Rock.  Nadine led the 

group through the park and on to Eagle Rock where they visited the historic 

Bank of Botetourt Eagle Rock branch and the lime kilns.  Their day conclud-

ed with a visit to the Roaring Run Iron Furnace where they were met for a 

guided tour by a national forest ranger. 

 The tour was coordinated by BCHS executive director Weldon Martin with the assistance of Kevin Costello, Botetourt County 

Tourism Director, Edgar Mayse of HFI, Nadine Rankin of BCHS, and Patsy Bryant of The Bank of Botetourt. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FORUM HELD AT HISTORIC BUCHANAN 

THEATRE ON OCTOBER 16 
 

 Leading authorities on historic preservation and historic districts were invited to present information to Botetourt County citizens 

at a forum held at the historic Buchanan Theatre on October 16, 2006.  The forum was sponsored by the Botetourt County Historical 

Society, Inc. in conjunction with Historic Fincastle, Inc., Buchanan’s Town Revitalization Program, Southern Field Office of the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation,, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, the Roanoke Regional Preservation Office, and APVA-

Preservation Virginia. 

 Topics that were addressed at the forum attended by approximately 70 people, included historic places in Botetourt County and 

the Roanoke Valley, historic district preservation and protection strategies, financial tools and incentives for property owners, “Main 

Street” commercial revitalization and heritage tourism, and the benefits to the local community associated with historic preservation.   

Speakers included 

 Rob Nieweg, Attorney and Director, Southern Field Office, National Trust for Historic Preservation 

 Robert (Bob) Carter, Director, Community Services Division, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

 John Kern, Director, Roanoke Regional Preservation Office 

 Mike Pulice, Architectural Historian, Roanoke Regional Preservation Office 

 Sarah Cooleen, Manager, The Regional Fund, APVA-Preservation Virginia 

 Harry Gleason, Revitalization Manager, Town of Buchanan 

 The forum was moderated by President John Rader, Jr. of BCHS and the event was coordinated by Cathy Benson, Board Member 

of BCHS. 
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Braithwaite Collection Donated to Museum 
 

 Philip and Barbara Trosper Braithwaite, of Dallas, Texas, in a visit to Botetourt County on September 25, 2006, donated a col-

lection of family artifacts from the Wood Family of Botetourt County.  The collection, coming from the homes of William Price (Dave) 

Wood (18881-1929) and Annie Lewis Custer Wood (1978-1958) and of Vannie Wood Trosper (1901-1996) dates from the 1800s to the 

early 1900s.  Mrs. Barbara Trosper Braithwaite is the granddaughter of William and Annie Wood and the daughter of Vannie Trosper 

Wood.  The collection has been donated to the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Braithwaite ’s 

daughter, Bridget Anne Braithwaite, who was an attorney in Dallas, Texas, until her death in 2006. 

 Mrs. Braithwaite’s great, great grandfather, Parks Wood, lived at “Stonelea” in Botetourt County until the family acquired prop-

erty on the Old Blacksburg Road.  Her great grandfather, Philip Firebaugh Wood (1837-1903), served in the Second Virginia Calvary dur-

ing the Civil War. 

 The items donated include a stagecoach trunk, a woven counterpane, a saddle, crock, bonnet, button shoes, china dish, hand-

work, “Home Sweet Home” plaque, kerosene lamp, Victorian parlor chair, McGuffey Readers, Victorian piano stool, Honor Roll of the 

Second Virginia Calvary, and an assortment of framed family photographs. 

 The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. is extremely grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Braithwaite for their generosity and kindness 

in donating these wonderful artifacts to our museum. 
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Executive Director Presents Early History of Botetourt County 

 to Residents at the Glebe 
 

 Executive Director Weldon Martin presented a lecture and slide show to approximately 40 residents of The Glebe, Botetourt 

County’s new retirement community near Daleville, on Monday, November 27, 2006.  The presentation, entitled Botetourt County, Virgin-

ia:  Extending the Western Frontier, traced the history of the county from the time the earliest explorers visited the region through the 

formation of Botetourt County, in 1770.  The presentation was arranged by the History Committee at The Glebe and was held in the 

Botetourt Room.  The History Committee has invited the executive director to return in March for another presentation on Botetourt 

County’s involvement with the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War. 

Annual Ghost Walk Takes Off From the Museum on November 4 

 
 Students from Botetourt County’s Central Academy Middle School in Fincastle demonstrated their storytelling skills on a 

spooky Saturday night in Fincastle recently.  The annual ghost walk has become a much anticipated community event and an excellent 

learning opportunity for the students. 

 The students researched stories and legends regarding ghosts which have become a part of Fincastle’s history and the tour 

guides led their tour groups on  a dark and spooky walk through town.  Stationed at various places around town were the story tellers 

who entertained their visitors with the ghostly tales.  Everyone ended up back at the museum for lemonade and cookies and a chance to 

warm up while visiting the museum.  The Botetourt County Historical Society partnered with Central Academy Middle School teacher 

Tim Miller and his students to bring this event to the community.  Volunteers and docents (including Loretta Wolfe, Patty King and Kate 

Harris) set up and served the refreshments. 

Botetourt County Chamber of Commerce Holiday After Hours  

Held at Historical Museum 
 

 The Botetourt County Chamber of Commerce Holiday After Hours social was held at the Botetourt County Historical Museum 

on November 16, 2006.  The annual event is an opportunity for Chamber of Commerce members to gather informally for networking and 

to begin their holiday celebration.  The event was catered this year by Three Little Pigs in Daleville.  This is an extremely popular event for 

the Chamber of Commerce and over 75 chamber members attended this year.  The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. is pleased 

to partner with other Chamber of Commerce members in bringing this event to our community. 
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We Need Your Help!  Please Renew Your Membership! 

 

Your membership status is noted on your newsletter mailing label.  If any of the information is incorrect, we would appreciate your 

letting us know.   The date on your mailing label indicates when we last heard from you with a membership renewal 

or a purchase from our museum store.  If the date on your membership label is December, 2005 or earlier, we respectfully 

request that you send us a membership renewal as soon as possible at one of the membership levels listed on the enclosed Mem-

bership/Order Form.  It is vitally important to the ongoing success of our society that you update your membership annually and 

that you consider an additional gift to support the work of the historical society.  Your membership dues and additional financial 

support is used to help us operate the Botetourt County Historical Museum and to promote the history of Botetourt County in 

other ways, including assisting with genealogy research, publishing this quarterly newsletter, and operating a museum store and mail 

order business (we ship books all over the country). 

 

 We hope that you will want to continue to hear from us and support us in our goal to promote history and genealogy. 

 

 PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

 

Don’t forget to visit our website at www. bothistsoc.org. 


