
 (Editors Note:  Many of us have family traditions that have be-

come a part of our holiday celebrations and help to make this a special 

time of year.  Sharing those special traditions over and over with family and 

friends is something to be treasured and anticipated.  We are sharing one 

of those traditions with you this year from one of our museum docents, 

Patti King.) 

 

 Some years back my Aunt Hope Huddleston,  native of Blue Ridge and Villamont, 

Virginia, knowing that I loved poetry, gave me a yellowed paperback book entitled “One Hun-

dred Famous Poems”.  The book is tattered and curled with stains and was published by The 

Cable Company (piano makers) of Chicago.  It contains well known selections from Longfel-

low, Shelley, Emerson, Whitman, Holmes, Wadsworth, Tennyson and many others.  It even 

includes The Gettysburg Address and The Declaration of Independence. . . and signers.   

 One of my seasonal favorites, though, is a children’s poem by Eugene Field entitled 

“Jest ‘Fore Christmas”.  Faithfully, each year “jest fore Christmas” I lay it open on the coffee 

table for all (mostly me) to read.  It captures the essence of boyhood, perhaps childhood, even 

today, and is meant to be read aloud.  So, as Longfellow puts it, “Lend to the rhyme of the 

poet the beauty of thy voice,” and read it with someone you love. 

 

Jest ‘Fore Christmas 

Father calls me William sister calls me Will, 

Mother calls me Willie, but the fellers call me Bill! 

Mighty glad I ain’t a girl—rather be a boy, 

Without them sashes, curls an’ things that’s worn by Fountleroy! 

Love to chawnk green apples an’ go swimming’ in the lake— 

Hate to take the castor-ile they give for belly-ache! 

‘Most all the time, the whole year round, there ain’t no flies on me, 

But jest ‘fore Christmas I’m as good as I kin be! 

 

Got a yeller dog named Sport, sic him on the cat, 

First thing she knows she doesn’t know where she is at! 

Got a clipper sled, an’ when us kids goes out to slide, 

‘Long comes the grocery cart, an’ we all hook a ride! 

But sometimes when the grocery man is worrited an’cross 

He reaches at us with his whip, an larrups up his hoss, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dear Fellow Members and Friends,  

   

Fall has been a busy time at the Historical Society. On 

November 5th we held our very successful 6th Annual 

Founder’s Day Dinner. We were educated and enter-

tained by Martha Washington, portrayed by Dr. Janice 

Pryor of Wytheville Community College, and awards 

were given to Sally Eads and Eugene Crotty (Emily 

Honts Heritage Award) and Jean Robbins and Patty King 

(Garland Stevens Volunteer Service Award). Then on 

November 18th we hosted the Botetourt County Cham-

ber of Commerce Annual Holiday After Hours. Again, 

this proved to be a very popular event and is a great 

opportunity to showcase the museum. 

 

Looking into the New Year, we are looking forward to hosting Waltye Rasulala, 

Concert Soprano, on April 8th, 2011 at the Attic Theatre. She has many roots in 

Botetourt County and we look forward to this event. 

 

If you need any last minute Christmas (it does last 12 days) or New Years gifts 

please keep our new barn calendar in mind. This has proved to be such a popular 

item with barns from all across the county that we have done a second printing. 

 

Please keep our Historical Society and Museum in mind when planning your finan-

cial gifts. With the budget crisis affecting both county and state budgets, your gifts 

will become more important. We are working on building our endowment fund to 

strengthen our financial future. We work hard to keep our expenses down and 

thanks to all of our members and Botetourt County we are able to keep the mu-

seum open for several hours every day of the week. The museum also serves as 

the unofficial welcome center for the county – especially on weekends. 

 

Finally, as the year ends I would like to thank all of our donors, volunteers, do-

cents and board members along with Botetourt County and the Board of Supervi-

sors. A special thank you to our Education and Tour Committee (Patty King, Susan 

Martin, Marcia Neighbors with HFI and Ricky Martin) - this committee has worked 

hard in conducting a number of school programs. I also want to thank Weldon 

Martin, our Executive Director, for his diligent work in keeping us moving for-

ward. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to wish you all the most joyous of holidays and 

hope you have a happy, healthy New Year. Again, thank you all for your support in 

our ongoing mission of protecting and presenting the history of Botetourt County. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John W. Rader, Jr. 

President 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for our spring concert at Attic Theatre 

on April 8, 2011 with Waltye Rasulala, concert sopranist.  

Admission will be free, but donations will be accepted. 
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An’ then I laff an’ holler, “Oh, ye never teched me!” 

But jest ‘fore Christmas I’m as good as I kin be! 

 

Gran’ma says she hopes that when I git to be a man, 

I’ll be a missionarer like her oldest brother, Dan, 

As was et up by the cannibals that live in Ceylon’s Isle, 

Where every prospek pleases, an’ only man is vile! 

But gran’ma she has never been to see a Wild West show, 

Nor read the life of Daniel Boone, or else she’d know 

That Buff’lo Bill an’ cowboys is good enough for me! 

Excep’ jest ‘fore Christmas, when I’m as good as I kin be! 

 

And then old Sport he hangs around, so solemn-like an’ still, 

His eyes they seem a-saying’: “What’s the matter, little Bill?” 

The old cat sneaks down off her perch an’ wonders what’s become 

Of them two enemies of hern that used to make things hum! 

But I am so perlite an’ tend so earnestly to biz, 

That mother says to father: “How improved our Willie is!” 

But father, havin’ been a boy hisself, suspicions me 

When, jest ‘fore Christmas, I’m as good as I kin be! 

 

For Christmas, with its lots an’ lots of candies, cakes an’ toys, 

Was made, they say, for proper kids an’ not for naughty boys, 

So wash yer face an’ bresh yer hair, an’ mind yer p’s and q’s, 

And don’t bust out yer pantaloons, and don’t wear out yer shoes; 

Say “Yessum” to the ladies, and “Yessur” to the men, 

An’ when they’s company, don’a pass yer plate for pie again; 

But, thinking’ of the things yer’d like to see upon that tree, 

Jest ‘fore Christmas be as good as yer kin be! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1. 

Eugene Field  (1850-1895) 

Field, born in St. Louis, Missouri, was an American 

essayist and poet best known for his witticism and 

children’s poems.  In his lifetime he attended Williams 

College in Massachusetts and other schools, returned 

to the midwest, where he married and had eight chil-

dren.  Field worked as a newspaper editor and col-

umnist.  He wrote a humorous column for the Chica-

go Tribune called “Sharps and Flats” and published 

many poems, his most being “Wynken, Blynken and 
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 Our sixth annual Founder’s Day Dinner, held on Friday, 

November 5, 2010, was another well attended, successful celebra-

tion.  One hundred thirty-five guests enjoyed a sumptious colonial 

style buffet that feautured parmeson crusted chicken and herbed 

pork loin.  President John Rader, Jr. welcomed the attendees and 

board member John Alderson, Jr. led the pledge to the flag and 

blessing. 

 Certificates of appreciation were presented to represent-

atives from the four corporate sponsors for the event who have 

also been sponsors for the previous five annual dinners.  They are 

The Bank of Botetourt, The Bank of Fincastle, Digital Image Print-

ing Company and The Roanoke Cement Company.  The historical 

society gratefully acknowledges the support of these sponsors 

who make the dinner possible.  In addition to the corporate spon-

sors, a number of folks supported the dinner as Founders Day 

Patrons with donations that will be directed towards the work of 

the historical society.  Other generous support from the local 

community came in the form of a variety of door prizes that were 

awarded at the conclusion of the evening. 

 One of the highlights of the evening was the awarding of 

the Emily Honts Heritage Award and the Garland Stevens Award 

for Volunteeer Service.  This year’s recipients of the Honts Award 

were Sally Eads and Eugene Crotty.  The Stevens Award was pre-

sented to Jean Robbins and Patty King. 

 The program for the evening was presented by Dr. Janice 

Pryor, professor of speech and drama at Wytheville Community 

College.  Dr. Pryor presented an impersonation of Martha Custis 

Washington to a very receptive audience.  She arrived in the hall 

in a beautiful costume, welcoming the guests for an evening visit 

and tour of Mount Vernon.  She conversed with the guests, an-

swering a variety of questions that gave the audience a glimpse of 

life at Mount Vernon, as the wife of the first president of the Unit-

ed States.  Many interesting and insightful comments entertained 

and educated the audience.  Mrs. Washington shared her recipe 

for her Great Cake with the crowd and it is repeated below for 

everyone to enjoy. 

 Proceeds from the annual dinner go towards the opera-

tion of the Botetourt County Historical Museum and other pro-

jects of the historical society. 

         

 

 

Martha Washington’s Great Cake 
(One of Mrs. Washington’s favorite recipes) 

 

Take 40 eggs and divide the whites from the yolks and beat them to a froth.  Then work 4 pounds of butter to a cream and put the whites of eggs to it a 

Spoon full at a time till it is well work’d.  Then put 4 pounds of sugar finely powdered to it in the same manner then put in the Yolks of eggs and 5 pounds 

of flour and 5 pounds of fruit.  2 hours will bake it.  Add to it half an ounce of mace and nutmeg half a pint of wine and some fresh brandy. 

 

Notes on making Martha Washington’s Great Cake: 
In making the great cake, Mount Vernon’s curatorial staff followed Mrs. Washington’s recipe almost exactly.  Where the recipe called for 5 pounds of 

fruit, without specifying which ones, 2 pounds of raisins, 1 pound of currants, and 2 pounds of apples were used.  The wine was cream sherry.  Since no 

pan large enough was available to hold all the batter, two14” layers were made and stacked (note: the original one was one single tall layer).  The layers 

were baked in a 350 degree oven for 1.5 hours.  Should be iced with a very stiff egg-white based icing, flavored with rosewater or orange-flower water. 

Sixth Annual Founders Day Dinner 

Held on November 5, 2010 

Dr. Janice Pryor, portraying Martha Custis Washington, presented the 

evening’s program.  

135 guests were entertained by Cheryl Lunsford, of Fincastle on her 

guitar, during a delicious dinner buffet. 
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 Education and Tours Team Has Busy Fall! 
 

 The Education and Tours Team has been busy this fall.  On October 11 Weldon Martin, Patty King, Susan Martin, and Marcia 

Neighbors conducted a workshop for Botetourt County elementary teachers. They demonstrated a sample program that the Botetourt 

County Historical Society, in partnership with Historic Fincastle, can offer to students in Botetourt County.  Teachers learned about the 

Botetourt County Historical Society from Weldon Martin.  Marcia Neighbors and Patty King presented information about the James 

Early Cabin and the Botetourt County Museum, which are two of the sites that students may visit on their tour.  Susan Martin showed 

the teachers a sample of an Artifact to Go presentation. 

 Weldon and Susan Martin presented a frontier games program at Eagle Rock Elementary School’s Heritage Day on October 

15.  Each grade level learned about the differences in games in today’s world and games that would have been played in Botetourt 

County when it was first settled.  Students then played many of the games from frontier times, such as jack rocks, hopscotch, and jump 

rope. 

 On November 1 students from Bent Mountain Christian School toured Fincastle.  Students in kindergarten through 8th grade 

visited the Botetourt County History Museum where they learned about early schools in the region.  They also learned about the life of 

a blacksmith at the Wysong Blacksmith Shop.  At the James Early Cabin the students saw how family life in the early frontier was differ-

ent from today. 

 Recently an Artifacts to Go program was presented to the first grade at Breckinridge Elementary School.  Students learned 

about the differences in the past and present in areas of transportation, education, family life, and community.  Artifacts from the muse-

um allowed the students to see how life was in early Botetourt County. 

Retired educators Susan and Weldon Martin demonstrated frontier games to eager stu-

dents at Eagle Rock Elementary School. 

First graders at Breckinridge School in Fincastle were able to experience museum 

artifacts up close and personal, as historical society volunteer Susan Martin brings 

an “Artifacts to Go” program to their classroom. 
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The Grocery Stores of Troutville 
By Mary Anne Obenshain 

 

 Small towns are a good thing!  Where else do we find good friends.  Troutville is one of these towns.  It may not be old as a  

town, but it is old with history as a community that helps each other. 

 One place to meet is the grocery store.  These probably started as stage coach lay-overs.  One of these lay-overs was where 

three Trout brothers lived near a spring where a large amount of water flowed continuously.  This was located about one half mile or so 

south of Mountain Pass Road and may be the site of Troutville’s first grocery store. 

 Later, around early 1890, on the corner of Rt. 11 and Stoney Battery Road, J. M. Watkins built a large three story building for a 

Hotel on the upper floors and a grocery, meat market, and millinery shop on the first floor, where the Bank of Botetourt is today.  The 

longest lasting store is the Paynter-Layman Grocery (a different Paynter) opened around 1908 on the corner of Rt. 11 and Sunset, where 

Town Hall is today.  There were several proprietors until B. A. Painter, Sr. came to Troutville in 1935.  In 1941, this building burned and 

Painter built across the road where the grocery store is located today.  It is now operated by Mr. Painter’s granddaughter, Paige Painter 

Weddle, as Thriftway.  There was one other store operated during the 1930s and 1940s, under the name Richardson-Wills, by G. W. 

Wills  and his son-in-law Hubert Richardson.  In 1956, Mr. Wills other daughter Clara Wills Rader (Mrs. Max Rader) inherited the proper-

ty and ran the store.  After Mr. Rader died, Emmett Bolton and a Mr. McClure ran the store until Clara Wills Rader sold to Elmer Cassell 

in 1972.  The Upholstery Shop is in this building today. 

 Today there is one great store, plus, during this past summer we are getting back to old basics, in the name of The Farmers Mar-

ket, open every Saturday in the park.  Here folks have been able to enjoy the outdoors and get really fresh produce and farm products, as 

well as crafty people having their crafts for sale.  Troutville has great friends in its “Friends of the Park.”  This volunteer group has plans to 

get more business and activities in the community in the future. 

 

Troutville Upholstery currently occupies the building once 

known as Richardson-Wills Grocery, which was in operation 

in the 1930s and 1940s. 

The Painter family has operated a grocery in 

Troutville since B.A Painter, Sr. opened a grocery 

in 1935 across from the present day Thriftway, 

shown here.  His grand-daughter, Paige Weddle, 

currently operates the store. 
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Listed below are the new and renewed memberships received during the period from August 1, 2010 through December 20, 2010.   New and renewed 

memberships received after that date will be listed in the next newsletter.  Please accept our apology in advance if we have inadvertently left anyone’s 

name off the list.  We appreciate being notified if names have been listed incorrectly or misspelled. 

 Life Members ($500 and up) 

Douthat, James & Ann Scott 

Patrons         ($100 and up) 

Ailstock, Valborg & Richard 

Burch, Phyllis 

Corathers, Johanna 

Damerel, Anna Noel 

Dooley, H. G. & Madora 

McMurry, Nan 

Murray, Martha M. 

Parker, Wanda F. 

Putney, Mr. & Mrs. Lacey E. 

Thomas, Ray & Rosemary 

Walker, Lee & Doni 

Friends          ($25-$99) 

Anderson, Leanna Depew 

Armentrout, Ellen F. 

Bagnoli, Bob & Sue 

Brunson, Nolan H. 

Carico, Melville 

Claunch, Eddie & Jeanie 

Davis, Peggy 

Diez, Everett & Connie 

Douglas, John 

Ellis, Patti 

Farmer, Lois N. 

Firebaugh, Caroline 

Goad, Rosalie Newcomb 

Hamner, Allen & Patricia 

Harold & Harriet 

Hilbert, Mr./Mrs. Samuel R. 

Hoffman, Robert H. 

Huggins, William F. 

Kepley, John & Mary E. 

King, Patricia 

Lawrence, Howard & Dorothy 

McClane, Debra 

Morris, Helen 

Nielsen, E. Ethel 

Pauley, Nancy 

Paynter, Walker B. 

Persinger, Allen L. Jr. 

Peterson, John E. Jr. 

Preston, Jane D. 

Rawlins, Donald A. 

Rice, Clive & Betty Ann 

Richardson, John L. 

Rinehart, Franklin 

Sloan, Kathleen Morra & Mike 

Smaldone, Mr./Mrs. Joseph 

Teaff, Dr./Mrs. Richard 

Thorn, Virginia & Caplin, Willie 

Towles, William 

Vaughn, Stephen & Donna 

Wagner, Anne Lee 

Waid, R. A. (Bobby) 

Waldrop, Alex A. III 

Wheeler, Edgar 

Williamson, Harry Mac 

Individual/Family ($10-$24) 

Alexandria Public Library 

Allen Co., IN Public Library 

Armentrout, Ellen F. (2010 &2011) 

Bandy, Susan 

Bolton, Edna 

Bolton, Mary Ellen 

Boone, Rebecca & Cobble, John 

Browning, Donna 

Brugh, Latane 

Brusseau, Barbara, J. 

Bryan, Malcolm & Barbara 

Burleson, Mickey F. (2004-13) 

Craft, Gene 

Erickson, Elba S. 

Faught, Robert J. 

Garland, Paul Griffith 

Goodmiller, Ken & Joan 

Holder, Bill 

Johnston, Capt. John W. 

Kamm, Steven 

Kinzie, Barry 

Kumm, Ronald & Carole 

Kyle, Eddie 

Lanius, Ross M. 

Linton, Joy 

McMurry, Charles Reid, Jr. 

Morlang, Florence 

Newkirk, Dorothy Fulwiler 

Obenshain, Mary Anne 

Perry, Patricia 

Reynolds, Gary & Vicki 

Riddlebarger, H. Ray 

Shissler, Mary 

Sprinkle. Lisa 

Switzer, Hugh & Susan 

Tam, Oleta 

Tate, J. B. 

Thacker, Alvin & Pam 

Thomas, Bernice Noffsinger 

Thompson, Janice 

Troutman, Linda 

Turner, Deborah 

Way, M. Sue 

Wisehart, Judy 

Business/Civic/Government         

Colonial Club ($100—$249) 

NTELOS Foundation 

Donations (Museum, Founders Day and 
Endowment Funds) 

Buhrman, Joe 

Coon, Angela 

Ferkler, Bill & Kay 

Garland, Paul Griffith 

Hays, Randall 

Hunter, Sidney 

Kegley, George 

Kyle, Eddie 

Layman, Allen & Ann 

McCoy, Antonia 

Pauley, Nancy 

Rawlins, Donald A. 

Red Hat Society of Buchanan 

Rice, Clive & Betty 

Sprinkle, Lisa 

Stafford, Beverly 

Thomas, Ray & Rosemary 

Vaughn, Stephen & Donna 

Vinal, Barbara 
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Please Check Your Membership Status 

 

 Please help support your historical society and the Botetourt County Historical Museum by renewing your 

membership at the highest possible level.  We depend on your generous support! 

 

 Our database system is now set up to allow us to show your most recent membership renewal date.  As we 

continue to up date the system, we are also indicating membership categories immediately following the date.  In addi-

tion, some of you are on our mailing list because you have requested to be placed there, or because you have pur-

chased items from our museum store.  It is becoming increasingly important to us to have your financial support 

through membership renewals or donations. As an example, each newsletter costs us approximately fifty cents to pro-

duce and mail.  Our goal is to continue to produce an interesting and informative quality newsletter for you and to cir-

culate it to as many people as possible.  If the date on your mailing label (which shows when you last renewed 

or made a purchase) is December 31, 2009, or earlier, please consider renewing your membership at 

the highest possible level at this time.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the museum office at (540) 473-8394 or 

our executive director at wmartin@botetourtva.us for additional information on your membership status or for 

any other questions. 

 

  Please use the enclosed Membership/Order Form with your dues, contribution and/or order.  We have been 

blessed by your faithful and generous support and are dependent upon it to help us operate the Botetourt County His-

torical Museum and to promote the preservation of Botetourt County’s historical heritage in other ways.  These in-

clude assisting with genealogy research, publishing this quarterly newsletter, and operating a museum store and mail 

order business (we ship books all over the country).  In addition, a contribution to our growing Endowment Fund 

will help to ensure the continuing operation of the museum and the historical society on a permanent basis. 

   PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

Don’t forget to visit our website at www. bothistsoc.org. 

Return Service Requested 


