
 

Tickets are now on sale for the Fifth Annual Founders Day Dinner of The Botetourt 

County Historical Society, Inc., scheduled for Saturday, October 3, 2009, beginning at 6:30 PM 

in the Family Life Center of The Fincastle United Methodist Church.  The dinner is an annual 

celebration and fundraiser for the historical society, operator of The Botetourt County His-

torical Museum.  Tickets are on sale for $25 each at the museum behind the courthouse in 

Fincastle.  They are also available at Digital Image Printing (Roanoke Road) in Daleville or by 

mail at BCHS, PO Box 468, Fincastle, VA 24090.  They can also be purchased from any mem-

ber of the board of directors of the historical society. 

 Speaking on the topic “Mary Chesnut 

and Friends, The Civil War through Women’s Eyes” is 

keynote speaker Dr. Elisabeth Muhlenfeld.  President 

Emerita of Sweet Briar College, where she served as pres-

ident from 1996 through 2009, Dr. Muhlenfeld is also a 

distinguished civil war historian.  The author of four 

books, including her well known biography of Mary Boykin 

Chesnut (wife of a southern Senator and Confederate 

official),  Dr. Muhlenfeld also co-edited a collection of 

Chesnut’s original diaries with famed southern historian, 

C. Vann Woodward.  In addition to her four books, Dr. 

Muhlenfeld is the author of numerous articles and essays 

and a frequent presenter at regional, national and interna-

tional conferences.  She is  currently serving as chair of the Board of Directors of The Ameri-

can Civil War Center at Tredegar in Richmond and is also serving on the Advisory Council of 

Virginia’s Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission. 

 A buffet dinner will be served.  The menu includes Honey Orange Glazed 

Ham, Pan Roasted Chicken Breast, Roasted Sweet Potatoes and Oranges on Mixed Green 

Salad, Buttered New Potatoes, Steamed Vegetables, Seasoned Green Beans, Lemon Chess Pie, 

Rolls, Coffee and Tea.   

Musical entertainment will be provided before and during dinner with Randy Hurt 

playing period music on the keyboard.  One of the highlights of the evening will be the award-

ing of a large number of doorprizes. 

 A special part of the evening is the announcement of the recipients of the 

Emily Gordon Honts Heritage Award, presented annually to one or more individuals who have 

made significant contributions in promoting and preserving the history of Botetourt County. 

 BCHS Executive Director Weldon Martin encourages everyone to support 

the historical society’s various programs and projects by purchasing tickets and attending the 

dinner.  “Our goals for this event are to bring a quality speaker to our community and to raise 

funds to support the operation of the Botetourt County Historical Museum.” 

 An order form for ordering tickets by mail can be found on the back page of 

the enclosed white membership/order form.  For additional information regarding the event or 

to purchase tickets please in person please visit the Botetourt County Historical Museum or 

call at 473-8394.  
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Directors 
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Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. is a charitable 501 

C3 nonprofit organization.  Dues and donations are tax-

deductible. 

Executive Director and Editor:  Weldon Martin 

Email:  wmartin@botetourtva.us 

Botetourt County Historical Museum 
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Fincastle, Virginia 24090 

Open Monday thru Saturday, 10 AM-2PM 

Sunday, 2 PM-4PM 

Website:  bothistsoc.org 
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Dear Fellow Members, 

 

Fall is upon us and activity around the museum is picking 

up. We have just completed a successful weekend with 

the museum being open during the Heritage Days Festi-

val being sponsored by Historic Fincastle, Inc.  Many of 

our board members helped out with the festival, by 

helping to plan or coordinate various events.  Quite a 

few board members and other volunteers assisted in 

greeting the many visitors who stopped by the museum 

on September 19 and 20.  We were happy to be able to 

showcase our collection, especially the recent new addi-

tions of artwork and artifacts. 

 

On Saturday October 3rd we will be having our 4th Annual Founder’s Day Dinner. 

The speaker will be Dr. Elisabeth Muhlenfeld, retired president of Sweet Briar 

College.  The Founder’s Day committee has worked hard on this event and we all 

look forward to an entertaining evening. 

 

On November we will again host the Botetourt County Chamber Holiday After 

Hours. This has become an annual tradition to kick off the holiday season in Bo-

tetourt. 

 

As you do your year-end financial planning please keep us in mind. Again this year 

there is the opportunity to contribute directly from your IRA for a tax free distri-

bution. If you have questions about this, please contact us. We work hard to keep 

our expenses down and thanks to all of our members and Botetourt County we 

are able to keep the museum open for several hours every day of the week. 

 

Again, thank you for all of your support in our ongoing mission of protecting and 

presenting the history of Botetourt County. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John W. Rader, Jr. 

President 

2009 Business and Civic Donations/Grants  

(since last newsletter) 

 

James River Club ($1500 and up): 

Botetourt County Board of Supervisors 

 

Thank You for your support! 
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Eye on the Artifact 
One of “the last taken” 

 

 In the upstairs corner of our museum hangs a portrait of Robert E. Lee, a chromolithograph 

reproduced by Stobridge Lithography Company of Cincinnati, Ohio.  Produced in mass in the fifty 

years following the Civil War, millions of chromolithographs were made and decorated parlors in 

homes throughout the country artistically documenting many aspects of American life.  Chromoli-

thography, the art of color, was a low cost, high production process which colored and printed pho-

tographs and art of all types and made them affordable to all American social strata. 

 The portrait of Robert Edward Lee in the Botetourt County Historical Museum may have 

been a common phenomenon of the early 20th century, but the story which surrounds the original 

photograph is sad and notable.  In the years after the Civil War Lee’s health declined.  The proud but 

defeated Confederate general was tired, and periodically experienced a stricture in his chest.  He also 

faced financial decline with the loss of his home, Mrs. Lee’s illness and two unmarried daughters at 

home.  The offer to preside over Washington College in Lexington, Virginia, gave him a home, commu-

nity and a purpose.  He would be leading young men again, this time through education and better-

ment.  After several years of presiding over the affairs of the college, rather than accepting his resig-

nation, officials encouraged him to take a trip for his health.  Lee’s doctors agreed, and an acting Pres-

ident was appointed. 

 In March, 1870 Lee left Lexington with his daughter Agnes on a journey South toward warmer 

weather.  The trip proved more strenuous than expected, due to Lee’s popularity, which prompted 

many meetings, public demands and social engagements.  He was afforded only brief rests at old es-

tates on the exhausting tour which took them from Savannah to Richmond.  The expanding art of 

photography had spread likenesses throughout the South, and people recognized him in every town.  

In Savannah, Georgia, Lee reunited with General Joseph E. Johnston and the two were persuaded to 

pose for separate portraits at the Ryan Gallery.  It was from this plate that many photographic repro-

ductions, some circulated as retouched versions, including the one at our museum, were made.  It has 

been said that the original photograph showed a noticeably aged and sad Lee. 

 Lee posed for one other portrait for Boude and Miley of Lexington, perhaps just before the 

final trip.  In a correspondence with a lady in Louisiana, dated January, 1870, Lee sent this portrait 

with a letter in which he wrote “ . . . . I send you my photograph.  It is the last one that has been taken 

and the only kind I have.  I wish I had better.” 

 Robert Edward Lee, already an American hero and icon, died nine months later. 

 

        By Patty King, Museum Docent 

     (with information provided by John Graham, BCHS Board Member) 
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Genealogy Club/Historical Society Life-

writing Contest Winners Announced   
 

 The winners of the fifth annual lifewriting contest were announced at a public reading on June 16, at the 

Fincastle library, 19 Academy St., Fincastle.  The First Place cash prize of $100 was awarded to Faye Owen 

Caldwell of Fincastle for her entry “Summer Picnics” which described the ritual of her family reunion picnics. 

The Second Place winner was Jeffrey W. Crowder, Roanoke, for his memoir “Botetourt-based Boyhood Al-

fresco Dining”, relating memories of many picnics in familiar SW Virginia sites. The Third Place cash prize went 

to Pat Deel, Cloverdale, for her story “My Most Memorable Summer Picnic” which related the memorable 

Fourth of July picnics at Cloverdale Church of the Brethern during the 1940s and 1950s.   

 The judges also awarded two Honorable Mentions. VC Vance of North Tazewell for “Weathermen 

Not Necessarily Needed” and James E. Womack, Gainesville, VA for “Eatin’ Meetin’s.”   

 Because this is a memoir-writing contest, the judges' panel considers the personal nature of the stories 

submitted as well as creativity. They look for adherence to the contest theme as well as personal perspectives 

on life events including details of character, place and time.   

 The annual regional lifewriting contest is sponsored jointly by the Botetourt Genealogy Club and the 

Botetourt County Historical Society. The contest celebrates Personal History Awareness Month in May which 

promotes the writing of personal histories. A memoir anthology of the eligible entries will be developed at a 

later date and donated to the Genealogy Room of the Fincastle library.   

 The 2010 Lifewriting Contest theme is "My Favorite Hero." Entries must include a description of your 

hero, how the hero came into your life and why you admire this hero. Information and contest rules for next 

year's contest can be found at the website www.HomespunLegacy.com, the Botetourt Genealogy website at 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vaboteto/botetot.html or the Botetourt County Historical Society’s web-

site at www.bothistsoc.org. 

Experiencing John Hancock 

 

 In March of this past school year third grade students in Mrs. Call and Ms. Foster’s class at Greenfield Ele-

mentary School studied famous Americans as a requirement for the Virginia History Standards of Learning.  After 

learning about American leaders, men and women, each student selected their favorite to write about.  The writ-

ings were hand written or word processed.  The students expressed that they would like to try writing with a 

quill pen and ink, as did the signers of the Declaration of Independence.  They did just that with a quill pen and an 

old inkwell provided by the Botetourt County Historical Museum, through the efforts of BCHS’s Education and 

Tour Coordinator, Patty King.    

 Each student dipped and etched out their signature at the bottom of their essay.  Signing their essays the 

old fashioned way was fun, but the process took several days for all third graders to complete.  They loved it, 

and fully understood the progress that has been made in writing technology over the past 200 years! 

http://www.homespunlegacy.com/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vaboteto/botetot.html
http://www.bothistsoc.org/


New and Renewed Memberships  
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Listed below are the new and renewed memberships received since the last newsletter and up to September 1, 2009.   New and renewed memberships 

received after that date will be listed in the next newsletter.  Please accept our apology in advance if we have inadvertently left anyone’s name off the list.  

We appreciate being notified if names have been listed incorrectly or misspelled. 

  

Life Members ($500 and 

up) 

DeWelt, Marty & Bob 

 

 

Patrons         ($100 and up) 

Alderson, John E. Jr. 

Assaid, Don A. 

Austin, Terry and Kathy S. 

Downs, Nancy B. 

Guillote, Emily Talbott 

Lawson, Anna L. 

Lester, Herman D. 

McNabb, Charlotte 

Pauley, Nancy M. 

Thomas, Ray & Rosemary 

Wiegandt, Ralph & Pam 

Wigren, Ellen Rader 

 

 

Friends          ($25-$99) 

Bagnoli, Robert & Sue 

Beauchamp, Phillip & Gwen 

Brenner, Alan & Carol 

Brunson, Nolan 

Critzer, Scott & Susan 

Eads, Sally 

Ellis, Patricia 

Faddis, Lois S. 

Hannah, Frank 

Hollingsworth, Melodye 

Jones, Brian & Marni 

Jones, Garland & Jane 

Leffel, Mary Lynne & Jack 

Mays-Davis, Mary F. 

Morris, Helen M. 

Park, Mary Virginia Bryant 

Rinehurt, Franklin 

Thomas, Bernice Noffsinger 

Watson, Bill & Pat 

Wheeler, Edgar V. 

Williams, Sallie 

Williams, Wayne & Elizabeth 

Wysong, Jerry & Peggy 

 

 

Individual/Family ($10-$24) 

Randall, The Rev. C. Corydon 

Cornell-Williams, Marilyn 

Watts-Agnor, Mary Jane 

Williams, Mary C. 

Allen Co. Public Library 

Omeara, Tom & Margaret 

McCampbell, Ralph & Gail 

Rynd, Helen M. 

Tate, J. B.  

Myrick, Edwin & Leila 

Givens, Clyde & Nathalie 

Adamson, Mr./Mrs. Peter C. 

Tam, Oleta & George 

Stoutamire, Warren 

Davis, Maggie 

Hedrick, Deborah 

Yochim, Marie Hirst 

Dubois, W. J.  

Saylor, John G. 

Vaughn, Ellalee 

Goodmiller, Joan 

Anderson, Leanna Depew 

Coon, Angela 

Garland, Paul Griffith 

Pepper, Wade G. 

Oakes, Jane G. 

Mahone, Nancy H. 

Newcomb, Richard 

Newkirk, Dorothy Jane 

Bess, Howard H., M.D. 

Broyles, Margaret 

Murray, Bob 

Miller, Randy & Cheryl 

Lanius, Ross M. Jr. 

Robertson, Lindsey G. 
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We Appreciate Your Membership and Support!!! 

 

 Help support your historical society and the Botetourt County Historical Museum by renewing your membership at the 

highest possible level.  We depend on your generous support! 

 The historical society has recently experienced a hardware failure with our new computer system at the museum.  We are 

in the process of restoring our data base and will update membership records for 2009 as soon as the new hard drive has been 

installed and the data base has been updated.  As a result of these problems we have not been able to print expiration dates on our 

mailing labels for this newsletter. Please bear with us as we go through the painful process of restoring and updating our mailing list.  

In the meantime we are requesting that you renew your membership for 2009, if you have not already done so.  Please don’t hes i-

tate to contact our executive director at wmartin@botetourtva.us for additional information on your membership status or for 

any other questions. 

  Use the enclosed Membership/Order Form with your dues, contribution and/or order.  It is vitally important to the ongo-

ing success of our society that you update your membership annually and that you consider an additional gift to support the work 

of the historical society.  Your membership dues and additional financial support is used to help us operate the Botetourt County 

Historical Museum and to promote the preservation of Botetourt County’s historical heritage in other ways, including assisting with 

genealogy research, publishing this quarterly newsletter, and operating a museum store and mail order business (we ship books all 

over the country).  In addition, a contribution to our growing Endowment Fund will help to ensure the continuing operation of 

the museum and the historical society on a permanent basis. 

   PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our website at www. bothistsoc.org. 


