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 Eye on the Artifact:  The Slate Sundial 

By Patty King 

 

 Timeless and treasured 

among our museum artifacts is one 

of our original donations made by 

Hunter Monroe Painter in 1977.  It 

is the time worn and "time-true" 

slate sundial with the date 1768 

inscribed at the bottom of a circu-

lar face etched in Roman Numerals. 

Mr. Painter mounted it on a marble 

plaque. 

 Here is it's story.  The 

sundial was found in 1888 by the 

donor's father and mother, Benton 

D. and "Sallie" Moomaw Painter on 

their farm in Haymakertown in the 

Mt. Union section of Botetourt 

County.  Sallie was digging in her flower garden near the home place chimney when she un-

earthed the sundial. 

 Patricia Painter Simmons, the donor's daughter, remembers playing and picnicking on 

the farm as a child with her sister Peggy and friends. The farm house was destroyed by fire, 

but Pat gave the museum three framed photographs of her grandparents on the farm and 

standing near the home place where the sundial was found. 

 A sundial is an ancient scientific instrument that tells the time of day by the position 

of the sun.  Telling only local solar time the sun shines on the dial face that holds a gnomon or 

thin rod. The sun light  casts a shadow that changes position on the dial by the hour as the 

earth rotates.  On a horizontal garden sundial the hour lines are spaced according to this rule. 

On many dials the letter N denotes Noon. 

 The science of the sundial for time telling can 

be complex or simple, but most fascinating are the 

"mottos" that many of them express.  In The Book of 

Sundials by Mrs. Alfred Gatty,  Charles Lamb says 

"they are more touching than tombstones".  "Moved 

by the Light" or "Man Fleeth as a Shadow" are exam-

ples. 

 The real origin and secret of the Painter sun-

dial lies in the previous owners of the farmstead. Who 

was its former owner and maker? Was it brought here 

by European immigrants? Was it made by hand? Per-

haps only time will tell. 

"A clock the  time may wrongly tell 

I, never if the sun shines well." 
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Dear Fellow Members and Friends,  

 The end of 2014 is upon us as we look 

forward to the New Year. It has been awhile since 

we have sent out a newsletter. Regardless, things 

have been busy with the Botetourt County Historical 

Society and Museum. One of our biggest projects 

continues to be the publishing of the book, Dear Nan-

nie…yours devotedly, Charlie. Gail McMillan and Jean 

Robbins have put a lot of research and thought into 

this book and it would make a wonderful Christmas 

gift. A book signing was held on November 6.  This 

proved to be a very popular event and we plan to 

have more similar events in the future. 

 I am happy to report that we have elected two new board mem-

bers, Carol Geiger and Anne Wagner. Carol and Anne bring a wealth of busi-

ness expertise and historical interest to the board. Please join me in welcom-

ing them. 

 On  October 17 we held our Eighth Annual Founders Day Dinner. 

Our speaker was Dr. Paul Quigley, from VA Tech.  The Emily Honts and Gar-

land Stevens Awards were presented to volunteers and community members. 

I would like to thank the Founders Day Committee for all of the hard work in 

putting on another successful event. The committee was chaired by board 

member John Graham, with the help of many other board members and vol-

unteers. 

 On October the 23rd and 24th a Lewis and Clark Trail workshop was 

held at the Natural Bridge Hotel. This workshop provided information to and 

received input from citizens from Roanoke through Augusta County. Many 

members of our Society were present. 

 On November the 13th the Annual Chamber Holiday After Hours 

was hosted at the museum. As usual this event was well attended by members 

of the business community and a good time was had by all. I would like to 

thank the board members and docents for providing the homemade desserts. 

 As the holidays approach, please keep in mind our museum store 

when purchasing gifts. We have several new publications, including the Dear 

Nannie book, and 2015 calendar with old postcards depicting scenes in Bo-

tetourt. This calendar has become an annual favorite. 

 While the children are out of school for the holidays plan a trip to 

the museum to see our new display of antique toys. No electronics are among 

them but it makes for an interesting trip. 

 If your dues are not up to date, please take this opportunity to pay 

them. We also appreciate any gifts over and above the dues and may provide 

you with a charitable deduction. This keeps the museum doors open and 

helps to fulfill our mission. 

 I would like to thank our Executive Director, Weldon Martin, and 

all our docents and volunteers for all of the hard work they put in. Finally, I 

would like to thank all of our members, and Botetourt County, for your finan-

cial support. It is needed now more than ever as we continue to expand and 

maintain our collection and in supporting our ongoing mission of protecting 

and presenting the history of Botetourt County. 

 I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a healthy, pros-

perous New Year. 

Sincerely, 
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Sellout Crowds Enjoys our Eighth Founders Day Dinner! 

Dr. Paul Quigley, Virginia Tech Professor, Is Keynote Speaker 
 

 A sell out crowd of about 150 people gathered on Friday, October 17, 2014, for our Eighth Founders Day Dinner, held once again at 
the Family Life Center of the Fincastle United Methodist Church in Fincastle.  The annual dinner has become a time of celebration for the 
historical society, as we remember our founders, celebrate our past accomplishments, present our annual awards, hear from a prominent 
speaker and look toward the future.  This year’s bountiful feast was prepared by the cooks at Fincastle United Methodist Church and was 
enjoyed by all. 

 This year’s guest speaker was Dr. Paul Quigley, who is the James I. Robertson, Jr. Associate Professor of Civil War History at Virginia 
Tech and the Director of the Virginia Center for Civil War Studies.  A native of Manchester, England, Dr. Quigley holds degrees from Lancas-
ter University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  He is the author of Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 
1848-65, which won the British Association for American Studies Book Prize and the Jefferson Davis Award from the Museum of the Confed-
eracy. 

 His topic for the evening was “William Ballard Preston and the Crisis of Secession”.  One of the many eminent members of the Pres-
ton family of Smithfield Plantation in Blacksburg (and a cousin to the inhabitant of Greenfield Plantation at the time), William Ballard Pres-
ton was a lawyer, planter, and politician who served as Secretary of the Navy under President Zachary Taylor.  Preston represented Mont-
gomery County at the Virginia Secession Convention in 1861, where he proposed the ordinance of secession that took Virginia out of the 
Union.  A closer look at his life and career reveals the fascinating story of a slaveholder who was uncertain about slavery and a secessionist 
who was uncertain about secession. 

 Another highlight of the dinner was the announcement of this year’s recipients of the Emily Gordon Honts Heritage Award and the 
Garland Stevens Award for Volunteer Service.  The Honts Award is presented annually to individuals who have worked to preserve, promote 
or protect the heritage of Botetourt County.  The Stevens Award is presented to individuals who have provided outstanding service to the 
Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. or to the Botetourt County Historical Museum.  (See article regarding the awards on page 4 of this 
newsletter.) 

 The historical society is very grateful for the corporate sponsorship of the dinner provided by our Gold Level Sponsors:  The Bank of 
Botetourt, The Bank of Fincastle, Digital Image Printing Company and Roanoke Cement Company, LLC.  Our silver level sponsor for the event 
is Santillane.  Their support enables the event to take place and we appreciate it very much. 

 The chairman of this year’s dinner was board member John Graham.  Proceeds from the dinner are used to support the operation 
of the museum and other projects of the historical society.  Planning is already underway for next year’s dinner, tentatively scheduled for 
October 16 or October 23, 2015. 

            

Ex. Director Weldon Martin, Dr. Paul Quigley and 

President John Rader 

A capacity crowd enjoys a bountiful dinner and 

good fellowship. 

Board Member Sidney Hunter was surprised with 

a birthday cake at the dinner. 

Bd. Member Alice Crowder presents the Honts 

Award to Jean Robbins and Gail McMillan. 

Dr Paul Quigley, Assoc. Professor of Civil War 

Studies and Director of Virginia Center for Civil 
War Studies at VA Tech was the keynote speak-
er.  His topic was “William Ballard Preston and 

the Crisis of Secession.”  
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2014 BCHS Awards Recipients Announced 
 This year’s recipients of the Emily Gordon Honts Heritage Award and the Garland Stevens Volunteer Service Award were an-
nounced at the Founders Day Dinner on October 17, 2014.  All of the recipients were present and individual plaques were presented to 
each.  In addition, their names have been engraved on a large plaque which hangs permanently in the Botetourt County Historical Muse-
um. 

 The Emily Gordon Honts Heritage Award is presented annually to individuals who have worked to preserve, promote or protect 
the heritage of Botetourt County.  It was established in 2005 to honor the memory of the late historian who served as president and exec-
utive director of the Botetourt County Historical Society in the 1990s and 2000s, during a period of revitalization and growth.  The Garland 
Stevens Volunteer Service Award is presented to individuals who have provided outstanding service to the Botetourt County Historical 
Society, Inc. or to the Botetourt County Historical Museum. The award is named for longtime Botetourt County Historical Museum volun-
teer Garland Stevens who passed away in 2004.  A lifelong resident of Fincastle, Mr. Stevens was a retired educator and beloved commu-
nity volunteer. For many years he served as the volunteer curator at the Botetourt County Historical Museum.  

 

Accepting the award for the late Ron 

Lucas was his father and wife.  Ron was 
responsible for the preservation of 
several historic properties in the area.  

He was a member of the board of BCHS 
and a past president of Historic Fincas-

tle, Inc. 

Dr. Jean Robbins (left) and Dr. Gail McMillan (right) are the 

authors of the recently published Dear Nannie . . . Yours devotedly, 

Charlie.  Jean is a retired Cooperative Extension specialist and 
professor at VA Tech and Gail is head of Digital Archives and a 

professor at VA Tech.  Extensive research, lasting over three 
years, went in to the preparation of the book.  The two authors 

have donated proceeds from the book to BCHS. 

Nadine Rankin is a retired teacher,  community 

activist, and local historian.  She has worked tireless-
ly to promote the history of the county, especially 
the Eagle Rock area.  Proceeds from her recently 

published book, The Eagle Rock Connection, have 
gone to help renovate the Eagle Rock Community 

Center. 

Sidney Hunter is a long time member of the 

Board of the Botetourt County Historical 
Society, Inc.   She has served as vice-
president of  BCHS and is a faithful volunteer 

worker for the historical society.  Among 
other things, as a member of the Botetourt 
DAR, she has coordinated the scheduling of 
DAR volunteers at the museum for many 

years,. 

Judith Barnett is a life long resident of Botetourt County and is 

currently serving on the board of directors of The Botetourt 
County Historical Society, Inc, as well as being one of the regular 
staff docents at the museum.  Her special interest in the history 

and contributions of the African American community in the 
county has led her to do extensive research in that area.  She has 
developed a series of displays that have been used as special 
exhibits at the museum, the local libraries and many other loca-

tions around the county. 

John Rader has served as president of the 

Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. 
for almost 17 years, succeeding Emily Honts 
in that position.  He has spent countless 

volunteer hours working for the museum 
and the historical society, seldom missing an 
event.  He volunteers for many other or-
ganizations as well, while operating his own 

financial consulting business. 

2014 Emily Gordon Honts 

Heritage Award Winners 

2014 Garland Stevens  

Volunteer Service Award Winners 
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 Book Signing and Art Show 

Held at Museum on November 6, 2014 
 

 

 The Botetourt Historical Society sponsored a book signing of Dear Nannie…Yours Devotedly, Charlie by au-

thors Gail McMillan and Jean Robbins on November 6, 2014, at the Botetourt County Historical Museum.    Their 

book, inspired by years of research, traces the lives of the Godwin and Figgat families of Fincastle.  The book is 

part history and part romance and includes many recipes from the cookbooks of the families. The authors follow 

the life of Nannie Figgat for more than 80 years through her letters, diary, and recipe book.   Mark Woodie, a lo-

cal Botetourt County artist, displayed some of his pen and ink and pastels during the event.   Much of his work is 

inspired by places in and around Botetourt County. 

 About 60 people enjoyed the opportunity to discuss the book with the authors and to talk to the artist 

about his work. 

Artist Mark Woodie (left) is talking with a visitor at the book signing reception 

and art show. 

Dr. Jean Robbins and Dr. Gail McMillan, chatted with visitors and signed 

their book.  The authors spent over three years researching the book and 

are continuing their research. 

Board Members Anne Wagner and Nadine Rankin serving refreshments to a 

visitor at the reception. 



December, 2014    A Touch of History      Page 6 

 Board Members and Guests Tour Bath County Museum 
 

 On Wednesday, October 29th sixteen Botetourt County Historical Society members and their guests trav-

eled to Bath County, Virginia.  In Warm Springs the group visited the Bath County Historical Society Museum.  

The museum, located in the former law office of John Wilson Stephenson(1850-1921), has extensive and well dis-

played collections of Bath County heirlooms and furnishings.  In the “Vignette Wing” there are three period 

rooms.  Of special interest to the group was the research library which contained memoirs, scrapbooks, newspa-

pers and online databases.  Everyone in the group thought the visit sparked ideas for our own museum.  Also 

while in Warm Springs, the group made a stop at Gristmill Square.  The area that houses the old waterwheel mill 

is now a restaurant.  The old blacksmith shop, hardware store, and the Miller House, former home of the miller, 

are now part of the Inn at Gristmill Square. 

 The trip ended at the Homestead Resort at Hot Springs which is a National Historic Landmark.  The group 

took a tour of the main building at the resort learning about the history of the resort.  Many in the group found 

the many pictures of people who had stayed at the resort, including twenty-two United States Presidents, very in-

teresting.  After enjoying lunch at the Homestead, the group made their way back to Fincastle. 

Some of the tour group posed for a picture at the front entrance to 

the Bath County Museum. 

BCHS Vice-President Ann Layman (left) and Board Member 

Carole Geiger (right) chat with Exec. Director Weldon Martin as 

they tour the Genealogical Research Library in the Bath Museum. 

         

Wysong Family Member Donates Artifact to Museum 
  

 Jerry Wysong's family donated the Wysong Blacksmith Shop 

and property to Historic Fincastle, Inc. to be used for preservation, 

education and enjoyment in Botetourt County. He has returned to 

Botetourt many times to celebrate and interpret the Shop's history.  

Last summer, however, Mr. Wysong traveled to Botetourt for a very 

different purpose. He donated a rare Civil War currency note given 

to him by his son Bryan, to our Museum. 

 The Confederate money was issued by the Clerk's Office in 

Fincastle about 1862.  Bryan Wysong found it online while research-

ing the family's history.  We are very fortunate to have it displayed 

among the Civil War artifacts in the upstairs main room of the Muse-

um. Thank you, Jerry! 

 

Left to right:  Lynn Burton (HFI Treasurer), Ann Layman, VP of BCHS,  

Weldon Martin, Exec. Dir., Jerry Wysong, John Rader, Pres. Of BCHS, and 

Alice Crowder, BCHS Board Member. 
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Historical Society Calendar Highlights Old Postcards... 

Museum Highlights Botetourt's History 
 

 

 This year plan to stop by the Botetourt County Histori-

cal Museum and Museum Store for your holiday shopping and 

inspiration!  While you are here, tour our historic sight and view 

our unique collection of artifacts. 

 Our 2015 calendar, entitled Wayside Botetourt, is a series 

of old Botetourt County postcards dated between 1907 and 

1960. The selections feature bygone scenes from around our 

beautiful county and sells for $12.00. A great gift! 

 There are also an array of books and pamphlets related 

to area history including some new books.  Among them are 

"Dear Nannie..Yours Devotedly, Charlie" by Jean Robbins and Gail 

McMillan, "Botetourt Images Revisited " by Debra McClane and "Lost 

Communities of Virginia" by Terri Fisher and Kirsten Sparenborg.  

A beautiful colored brass ornament, featuring the museum is also 

on sale this year. 

 The Museum has been decorated for the holidays and 

was a featured stop on the HFI Fincastle Holiday Home Tour.  

Our regular hours are 10  a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sundays.   Come in to see our Museum 

collection housed in the Old Western Hotel since 1966 and visit the restored James Breckinridge Law Office, the original antebel-

lum room of the building, dating back to the early 1800s. The Law Office is decorated in period style and was operated by General 

James Breckinridge, a contemporary of Virginian’s Thomas Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.  It is likely that Lewis 

and Clark passed or even visited Breckinridge’s law office on one or more of their documented visits to Botetourt County, before 

and after the Lewis and Clark Expedition. A special exhibit in the room tells more of the Botetourt Connection to Lewis and Clark 

and highlights the courtship and marriage of William Clark to Fincastle native, Judith (Julia) Hancock.  This exhibit and other dis-

plays throughout the museum link Botetourt County to historic local and national events. 

 You are invited to stop by the Botetourt County Historical Museum anytime to view our exhibits and learn more about 

the history of Botetourt County and her people.  Admission is free and you support the work of the museum when you shop at 

our museum store. We hope you will make us a part of your holiday shopping and we wish you a Merry Christmas. 

The museum is located at 3 West Main Street in Fincastle, on the Courthouse Square, directly behind the Courthouse.   For more 

information, including how to order by mail, please call us at (540) 473-8394 or email us at info@bothistsoc.org.   

         

Chamber of Commerce Holiday After 

Hours Party at the Museum on 

 November 13. 

Lewis and Clark Memories – 200 Years Ago 

 

The Biddle-Allen edition of the Lewis and Clark Journals was published in 

1814, eight years after their return from the expedition.  One thou-

sand, four hundred, seventeen copies of the two volumes were made 

available for purchase. 

Mary Margaret Clark, William and Julia’s daughter was born in 1814.  She 

died in 1821. 

 

In 1813 William Clark became governor of the Missouri Territory, a position 

which he held for seven years. 

mailto:info@bothistsoc.org
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IIt is Time to Pay Your 2015 t is Time to Pay Your 2015 DDuesues--Check Your Mailing Label!Check Your Mailing Label!  

 

 Please help support your historical society and the Botetourt County Historical Museum by renewing your 

membership at the highest possible level.  We depend on your generous support! 

 

 It is time to renew your dues for 2015.  We are showing you your most recent membership renewal date on 

your newsletter mailing label.  In some cases, you are on our mailing list because you have requested to be placed 

there, or because you have purchased items from our museum store.  If the date on your mailing label (which 

shows when you last renewed or made a purchase) is December 31, 2013, or earlier, please consider re-

newing your membership at the highest possible level at this time.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the muse-

um office at (540) 473-8394 or our executive director at wmartin@botetourtva.us for additional information on 

your membership status or for any other questions.  Due to space constraints for this newsletter, we are not publishing 

names in this edition of membership renewals since the last newsletter.   

 

  The enclosed Membership/Order Form should be filled out and returned with your dues pay-

ment and/or order.  An envelope is included with this newsletter for your convenience.  We need your generous sup-

port in order to continue to operate and expand our museum and the other programs of the historical society.   

PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

Don’t forget to visit our newly redesigned website at www. bothistsoc.org. 

Return Service Requested 




