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 GREENFIELD 
Botetourt Supervisors Move Forward With Plans to 

Relocate the Historic Slave Quarters and Kitchen 

 

 Despite the protests of hundreds of citi-

zens of Botetourt County and from around the 

country, the Botetourt County Board of Supervi-

sors is proceeding with its relocation of the historic 

slave quarters and kitchen at Greenfield.  The plan 

is to relocate them from the historic home site of 

the Greenfield Plantation to a previously designated 

historic preservation area at the county owned 

Greenfield Center.  A major effort by many to per-

suade them to change their mind has thus far been 

unsuccessful, and by the time this newsletter is dis-

tributed, the deed may be done.  The Board of Di-

rectors of The Botetourt County Historical Society 

has gone on record officially asking the supervisors to not proceed with the moving of the 

buildings and the destruction of the site, including the terraced gardens and the potential ar-

cheological treasures that may be buried just beneath the surface.  The resolution adopted by 

the board can be found on page three of this publication. 

 Sometimes referred to as the “watchdog of the Virginia frontier”, William 

Preston established an important presence on the Virginia frontier, leading the people first as 

a loyal British subject and later as a proud American patriot.  He became a significant figure, 

not only in the development of early Botetourt County, but also in Virginia and the young 

nation.  Born in Donegal, Ireland in 1729, he came to America with his parents at the age of 

eight and settled in present day Augusta County, south of Staunton.  When his father died, 

the seventeen year old boy became a ward of his uncle James Patton, who was an important 

land speculator and developer on the Virginia frontier.  Preston trained as a surveyor and did 

much of his work in present day Botetourt County.  He was also a member of the Ranger 

Company whose duty was to protect the area from Indian attack.  He was involved in the 

building of a fort in the area of Catawba Creek, 

sometimes referred to as Fort William or Fort 

Preston.  In the fall of 1756 he agreed to meet 

George Washington in Staunton and to serve as 

his guide on the sixty mile trip to the home of 

John Buchanan, near Looney’s Ferry, near the 

present day town of Buchanan.  Washington 

visited Fort William on his return trip from 

visiting the forts further to the west.  

 Beginning in 1759, Preston began to 

accumulate land along Buffalo (now known as 

Tinker) Creek, and established his home at the 

Renfroe home site in 1761.  He called it Green-

field. 

   (Continued on page 3) 

Slave quarters at Greenfield Plantation home site. 

Detached plantation house kitchen at Greenfield. 
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Dear Fellow Members and Friends,  

 First, I would like to wish you all a Happy 

New Year. 2015 was a busy year for the Botetourt His-

torical Society. We held our Ninth Founders Day Din-

ner on November 6th. The keynote speaker was Ray 

Baird, head interpreter at St. John’s Church in Rich-

mond. He is also a Patrick Henry interpreter.  It was a 

great program and was completely sold out. Thank you 

to all that supported us.  (See the article on page 6.) 

 

On November 12th we hosted the Chamber of Com-

merce Holiday After Hours. This event was well attend-

ed and everyone had a good time. This is a great event 

to showcase our museum. 

 

One of the most important events that took place in the fall was the news that the 

Board of Supervisors intended to move the slave quarters and kitchen from the 

original Greenfield Plantation site to another site in Greenfield. The purpose of 

doing this is to raze the site for a shell building which they hope will attract eco-

nomic development. A copy of a resolution adopted by our board of directors and 

sent to each member of the Board of Supervisors can be found on page 3 of this 

newsletter.  As stated in this resolution, we oppose this action but we do want to 

work with the county. There has been a group formed to oppose this action and 

their contact information is listed below: 

 

Friends of Greenfield Preston Plantation (FGPP), c/o Richard King, Treas-

urer, PO Box 430, Fincastle, Virginia 24090. 

 

Upon learning of the Greenfield news the Historical Society held a forum on Oc-

tober 30 at the Greenfield Center that was open to the public for the county to 

present their plan. It was well attended and led to other meetings. One of these 

was held on January 8th when representatives from the Slave Dwelling Project 

presented an informative program highlighting the historical significance of saving 

structures such as the slave quarters at Greenfield on their  original sites.  The 

meeting was attended by over 200 interested citizens. 

 

If your dues are not up to date, please take this opportunity to pay them. We also 

appreciate any gifts over and above the dues and may provide you with a charitable 

deduction. This keeps the museum doors open and helps to fulfill our mission. 

 

I would like to thank our Executive Director, Weldon Martin, and all our docents 

and volunteers for all of the hard work they put in. Finally, I would like to thank all 

of our members, and Botetourt County, for your financial support. It is needed 

now more than ever as we continue to expand and maintain our collection and in 

supporting our ongoing mission of protecting and presenting the history of 

 Botetourt County.  

 

Again, I would like to wish you all a healthy, prosperous New Year. 

Sincerely, 

 

John W. Rader, Jr. 

President 

 



February, 2016    A Touch of History      Page 3 

“Greenfield”  continued from page 1 

 By 1765, Preston had accumulated 1590 acres, had married Susannah Smith of Hanover, and brought her to his plantation home at 

Greenfield.  The house was situated on a hill with a commanding view of the mountains to the east and the west.  It was added to until it 

eventually became a T shaped structure with verandahs on three sides.  It had large rooms with high ceilings and hand carved cornices and 

wainscoting of elaborate design.  The walls were reinforced and had several look-outs beneath windows on the upper floors by which the 

approach of Indians or other intruders could be seen.  Family members maintained ownership of the house even after William and Susannah 

relocated to Smithfield, and the plantation remained in the family until 1965. The detached kitchen for the plantation house and some of the 

slave quarters are still standing on the site, as of the date of this writing.   

 Preston was elected as a burgess to the House of Burgesses of Virginia and served from 1768 to 1770.  In 1770, he became one of 

the original justices who formed Botetourt County and set up the structure for the new county and its government.  He served as the first 

surveyor and coroner for the newly created county and served as colonel for the militia.  He became one of the first burgesses from the 

new county.  He relocated to Smithfield, near present day Blacksburg, in 1772. 

        

 

Resolution Adopted by the Board of Directors of the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. 

October 20, 2015 
 

The Board of Directors of the Botetourt County Historical Society supports preservation of the site of the historic Greenfield Plantation 

for 

 

 Its historic significance in the founding of Botetourt County, 

 

 The importance of the Preston family in opening the western Virginia frontier and maintaining its security, 

 

 The archaeological evidence from multiple eras and cultures in Botetourt County, and 

 

 The connection of the property with the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

 

The Board opposes moving any historic structures from the Greenfield Plantation house site and any commercial or industrial development 

of the Greenfield Plantation house site including, but not limited to the site of the plantation house, the Jeffersonian terraced gardens, slave 

quarters, and kitchen. 

 

Furthermore, the Board supports continuing archaeological  research on the site and the development of an interpretive center representa-

tive of plantation culture in colonial and post-Revolutionary War Botetourt County. 

         

Memorandum Sent to Board of Supervisors 
 

TO;  Botetourt County Board of Supervisors 

   Todd L. Dodson, Amsterdam District 

   Billy W. Martin, Sr., Blue Ridge District 

   John Williamson, Buchanan District 

   L.W. “Jack” Leffel, Fincastle District 

   Donald M. “Mac” Scothorn, Valley District 

 

FROM:  Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. Board of Directors 

 

DATE:  October 22, 2015 

 

SUBJ:  Preservation in situ of the historic Preston family Greenfield Plantation House site, Jefferson terrace gardens, slave quarters and kitchen 

 

The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. (BCHS) recently became aware of the intent of the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors to move the historic 

Colonel William Preston slave quarters and kitchen from the historic site of the plantation house to another location on the Greenfield property.  In the words of 

the Department of Historic Resources, “Virginia’s historic landmarks are irreplaceable resources and tangible remindeers of the state’s rich history and traditions.  

Our historic buildings, neighborhoods, landscapes, and sites are essential to Virginia’s special identity and enhance the lives of both our citizens and our countless 

visitors.”  (See http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/easement.htm.) 

         Continued on page 4 
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Letter to Board of Supervisors, continued from page 3 

 

The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. believes in the historical significance of Col. William Preston, his family and descandents, the slaves on his property 

and their descandants, and of the site of the Preston family’s Greenfield Plantation house, its Jeffersonian terrace gardens, the slave quarters, and the kitchen.  

These families, free and enslaved, made significant contributions to the founding of Botetourt County, opening the western Virginia frontier and maintaining the 

security of the frontier.  William Preston was one of the original 13 justices of Botetourt County, a Revolutionary War soldier, member of the House of Burgesses 

from Botetourt County, and the first surveyor of Botetourt County.  He and his family members played a significant role in opening the Virginia frontier. 

 

We believe that, if moved, 

 these historic buildings and the historic value of the site on which they stand, might lose National Historic Landmark status and the historic status with the 

Commonwealth of Virginia (See Botetourt County Historical Society Board of Directors Resolution, dated 20 October 2015, attached.)  (See also National 

Register of Historic Places Registration Form for Greenfield/Col. William Preston Plantation at http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/counties/botetourt/011-

0026 greenfield 2010 nrhp final.pdf.); 

 the only extant slave dwelling in Botetourt County, an irreplaceable slave quarters building and an exemplar of its kind, would lose its historical integrity, once 

separated from its historic setting (See p. 5 of http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/counties/botetourt/011-0026 greenfield 2010 nrhp final.pdf.); 

 the significance of the historical association on this site with African-American ethnic history and the African-American association with the Preston family 

would be diminished; 

 the County might become ineligible for pursuing threatened site and local government grant funding; 

 the opportunity to serve the widest possible tourist audience would be diminished; 

 Botetourt County might no longer be eligible to become part of the proposed Lewis and Clark Eastern Legacy Trail, since the Preston family and the Preston 

properties had historic significance to the Expedition and its leaders; 

 erecting commercial structures on the present historic site would destroy the historic integrity of the site and damage archaeological evidence not yet dis-

covered. 

 

We strongly recommend preservation of the present historic Greenfield Plantation house site, encouraging further archaeological research on the house site, and 

development of an interpretive center representative of plantation culture in colonial and post Revolutionary War Botetourt County.  (See Botetourt County 

Historical Society Board of  Directors Resolution, attached.) 

 

 
BCHS Is Accepting Donations for Restoration of Historic 

 Buildings at Greenfield 

 

 Thanks to a generous designated donation from the Layman Family Foundation, The Botetourt County Histori-

cal Society, Inc. has established a fund and is accepting donations of funds to be used for the restoration of the slave 

quarters and kitchen at Greenfield Plantation.  BCHS is a 501 (c)3 non profit organization and donations are tax deducti-

ble.  Please remember us in your estate planning, for either this fund or for our endowment fund.  Please contact our 

president, John Rader Jr., if you are interested in making a donation of stocks to the historical society.  We appreciate 

the generous support received from our members and friends. 
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 New Exhibit Opens at the Botetourt Historical Museum 

 The Botetourt County Museum opened a special exhibit entitled “Love That Bodice! (And Vest)”  on De-

cember 12, 2015.  The museum is featuring clothing and accessories for children, men, and women worn from the 

1850s through the early 1900s. Since Botetourt County was on the edge of the frontier, most clothing was hand 

sewn using fabrics sold at local stores.  After the railroad came to the area, fabrics were easier to purchase.  Peo-

ple living in the county wanted to dress in the latest fashion, but also wanted to be practical.  Many women’s 

dresses of the period are on display.  Several garments for young children are also featured.  Trends in changing 

styles of clothing are explained.  This exhibit can be seen at the museum through the spring.  Plan a visit to the 

museum to see this interesting display.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Virginia’s Civil War History 150 Mobile Coming to Botetourt on March 22-24 

 Botetourt County Historical Society, Historic Fincastle, Inc. and Bo-

tetourt County Schools are partnering to bring the Civil War 150 History 

Mobile to Botetourt County.  This exhibit is sponsored by the Virginia Ses-

quicentennial of the American Civil War Commission.  This interactive mo-

bile museum will be in Botetourt County on March 22-24 at Attic Theater, 

7949 Roanoke Road, Fincastle.  March 22nd will be the public day for mem-

bers of the community to see the museum.    Admission will be free.  Sixth 

graders from Read Mountain Middle School, Central Academy Middle School 

and Craig County Middle School will visit on March 23rd and 24th.   

 Students will have the opportunity to tour the museum, as well as 

participate in several activities provided by members of the Botetourt County 

Historical Society and Historic Fincastle, Inc.  Students will explore the music 

of the era, learn about the clothing of the time, and hear stories about such things as the Underground Railroad.  Artifacts 

from the Botetourt County Museum will also be on display. 

 It is exciting to be able to bring this exhibit to Botetourt County.   Mark your calendars now and plan to visit on 

March 22 at the Attic Theatre on Roanoke Road in Fincastle. 

BCHS Is Now On Facebook 

 We are  now on Facebook!  Search using Botetourt County Historical Society and LIKE us.  Then you can 

keep up with all the new things going on with the historical society on a more frequent basis.  We are trying to 

increase our presence on social media so help us to increase the number of “Likes” for our page.  Once you 

have liked us, click the Share button and let all your friends know.  Help us to increase the number of people lik-

ing our page to over 500.   
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 BCHS is Celebrating Its 50th Anniversary in 2016 
 

 2016 is the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. and we are 

planning to celebrate the milestone with a series of exciting events and programs during the year, culminating with 

our annual Founders Day Dinner in the fall.  Board member Angela Coon is chairing the committee that is hard at 

work planning for the observance.  Look for more information soon!  If you have questions or suggestions contact 

Angela at 473-2871. 

 

Volunteers Hard at Work at the Museum 
 

 Thanks to the support of the Botetourt County Chapter of the DAR and several other volunteers the mu-

seum is now being manned on Sundays by all volunteer docents.  We now have a large group of volunteers who 

have been trained to open and operate the museum each Sunday afternoon from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  We also call on 

our volunteers to help out in a variety of other ways to assist with special programs and activities of the museum 

and the historical society.  Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteer docents!!  If you are interested in volun-

teering to help us out on a regular or occasional basis, please contact our volunteer scheduler, Angela Coon at 

473-2971, or call the museum at 483-8304.   

Ninth Annual Founders Day Dinner Held on November 6, 2015 
 

 Our Ninth Annual Founders Day Dinner was held on Friday, November 6 at 

the Family Life Center of the Fincastle United Methodist Church.  A sell out crowd 

enjoyed the delicious buffet dinner and a great program.  Keynote speaker for the 

evening was Ray Baird, an historical interpreter and researcher, who is currently 

serving as the head interpreter at St. John’s Church in Richmond, site of Patrick Hen-

ry’s famous “Liberty or Death” speech.  Mr. Baird has been researching Patrick Hen-

ry’s connections to Botetourt County and his topic for the evening was “Patrick Hen-

ry and Botetourt County.”  He appeared dressed as Patrick Henry and concluded his 

presentation with a rousing recital of part of the famous “Liberty or Death” speech. 

 Another highlight of the evening was the announcement of the recipients of 

the historical society’s “Emily Gordon Honts Historical Heritage Award” and 

“Garland Stevens Award for Volunteer Service”.  

This years recipients are pictured below. 

 
 

 

Left to right, John Rader (President, BCHS), Ray Baird, (Keynote 

speaker), and John Graham (Chairman of Founders Day) 

Receiving the Emily Honts Heritage Award, presented by 

board member Angela Coon, is Ed McCoy, editor of The 

Fincastle Herald.  Ed has done extensive historical re-

search and is currently compiling a collection of his civil 

war articles into a book to be published by the historical 

society. 

Pat Honts (left) is presented the Garland 

Stevens Volunteer Service Award by board 

member, Loretta Caldwell.   Pat volunteered 

for many years as a historical researcher in 

the Clerks Office.   She is currently serving on 

the board of the historical society where she 

volunteers extensively. 

Receiving the Garland Stevens Award, presented by 

board member Angela Coon is Ann Layman (right).  Ann 

spends many hours of her time volunteering for the 

historical society, where where she is currently serving 

as Vice President.  She volunteers with many organiza-

tions, including her church, the DAR and the American 

Red Cross. 
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Life Members 

 

Andrews, Clarke/Sherrie 

Carter, Clyde 

Robertson, Lindsay 

Urvek, Perin 

 

Patrons 

 

Corather, Johanna 

Damerel, Anna 

Helfrich, Jeffrey 

Hicks, Karen/Howard 

Holt, Ed/Betty 

Lawson, Anna 

Lester, Herman 

Logan, Joseph III 

McMurry, Nan 

Parker, Wanda 

Robbins, Jean 

Sydnor, George 

 

 

Friends 

 

Bagnoli, Sue 

Baker, Katherine 

Barnett, Judith 

Bolton, Benton/Sandra Sue 

Brunson, Nolan 

Cadman, Pamela 

Campbell, Bill/Rhonda 

Campbell, Marsha/Kerry 

Carter, Claude 

Cohen, Barbara 

Critzer, Scott/Susan 

Davis, Peggy 

Diez, Everette/Connie 

Firebaugh, Caroline 

Goad, Rosalie 

Goss, John/Genevieve 

Harris, Nelson 

Hays, Jane 

Hays, Susan 

Hayth III, Angela/Lyn 

Hoffman, Robert 

Jones, Garland/Jane 

Kegley, George 

Kegley, John/Mary 

King, Patty/Richard 

Kunze, Kurt 

Lambert, Dick/Anita 

Lanford, Stanford 

Lawrence, Dorothy/Howard 

Martin, Susan/Weldon 

Michener, John 

Miller, Cheryl 

Mitchell, Maxine 

Naff, Dan/Linda 

Paynter, Walker 

Reed, Robin/Teresa 

Reed, Dan/Mary Jo 

Richert, Robert/Joel 

Rinehart, Franklin 

Sloan, Michael/Kathleen 

Spencer, Charles 

Tolley, A.G. 

Tucker, Paul/Terry 

Wagner, Ann 

Webb, Margaret 

Williams, Ben 

Williams, Bill 

Wilsie, Bruce 

Wood, Pete/Freda 

Woods, David/Christina 

Woodie, Bobbie/Phyllis 

Zimmerman, Sherman 

 

Individual/Family 

 

Alderman, Linda 

Alexandria, VA Library 

Allen Co, IN Library 

Baird, Raymond 

Bandy, Susan 

Banks, Therese 

Barnett, James/Lona  

Brenner, Carol/Allan 

Caldwell, Barry/Loretta 

Casey, Daniel 

Chapman, Marylou 

Charleson, Laura 

Chascsa, Nancy 

Chesser, Wes 

Chew, Martha 

Coon, Angela 

DiMurro, Donna 

Dolp, Harry/Linda 

Ellett, Frank/Lucy 

Evans, Rita 

Foster, Paul/Jan 

Fuller, Brenda 

Gleason, Harry 

Graham, John 

Gravett, Ira Jr. 

Griffith, Gwen 

Hartless, Marie Diane 

Hinson, Glenna 

Hudson, Susan 

Kumm, Carole 

Lambert, James/Wilma 

Library of Virgina 

Mello, Joanne 

Morrison, Rebecca 

Newkirk, Dorothy Jane 

Nye, William/Sharon 

Paynter III, Walker 

Perry, Patricia 

Phipps, Barbara 

Poage, Bennett 

Rankin, Nadine 

Rawlins, Donald 

Richardson, John 

Rucker, Beth 

Seivuright, Steven 

Shapiro, David 

Stone, Connie 

Layman, John/Jane 

Lennart, Duane 

Linton, Joy 

Lucas, Valerie 

Maggard, Suzanne 

Markham, Floyd/Barbara 

McClure, W. Earl 

McCurdy, Ed 

McDaniels, Diane 

Notterman, Gretchen 

Reuning, Fritz/Sara 

Smith, Jennifer 

Tam, George/Oleta 

Tice, Connie/Kevin 

Trout, William 

Vest, Steven 

Vaughn, Ellalee 

Waid, Reedie 

Waid, Robert 

Ware, Richard/Paige 

Wehner, Kirk/Bettina 

White, Mark/Roxie 

Wolfe, Loretta 

 

New and Renewed Memberships 
Listed below are the new and renewed memberships received since the last newsletter, through January 15, 2016.  Thanks for your 

support.  Please accept our apology in advance if we have inadvertently left anyone off of the list.   
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It is Time to Pay Your 2016 Dues-Check Your Mailing Label! 

 

 Please help support your historical society and the Botetourt County Historical Museum by renewing your 

membership at the highest possible level.  We depend on your generous support! 

 

 It is time to renew your dues for 2016.  We are showing you your most recent membership renewal date on 

your newsletter mailing label.  In some cases, you are on our mailing list because you have requested to be placed 

there, or because you have purchased items from our museum store.  If the date on your mailing label (which 

shows when you last renewed or made a purchase) is December 31, 2014, or earlier, please consider re-

newing your membership at the highest possible level at this time.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the muse-

um office at (540) 473-8394 or our executive director at wmartin@botetourtva.us for additional information on 

your membership status or for any other questions.   

  The enclosed Membership/Order Form should be filled out and returned with your dues pay-

ment and/or order.  An envelope is included with this newsletter for your convenience.  We need your generous sup-

port in order to continue to operate and expand our museum and the other programs of the historical society.   

PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

Don’t forget to visit our newly redesigned website at www. bothistsoc.org. 

Return Service Requested 




