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Annual Meeting 
Thursday, April 25, 2019 

7 pm 
Fincastle Library Meeting Room 

 

Featuring Special Guest Speaker: 
 

Mr. Carlos Showalter 

 
 

Retired World War II Marine Veteran, who served 
in the Pacific Theater 

Please join us for an informative evening.  The 
general public is cordially invited. 

 
No Admission Charge 



Editors Note:  This represents our first effort at publishing an electronic version of our 

newsletter, “ATouch of History”.  It is not intended to take the place of our larger, print 

edition, but rather to compliment it.  Hopefully it will provide us with another way of com-

municating occasionally with our members and friends.  We welcome your feedback.  

Should you not wish to be on our  e-news list for these occasional electronic mailings, 

please let us know.  We are experimenting with this format and will gradually expand the 

list of folks receiving this electronic mailing.  Please send any feedback to  

wmartin@botetourtgov.us. 

 

 

 

Rosenwald Schools in Botetourt County Being Documented 
 
     A meeting was held Tuesday, April 9, 2019, at The Botetourt County Historical Museum 

with Preservation Virginia Field Services Manager Sonja Ingram, Wade Minnis, James Edward 

Hickenbotham, Jr., Weldon Martin, Executive Director BCHS, and Judy Barnett.  Preservation 

Virginia is undertaking a survey to find and document the 380 schools built in Virginia through 

funding from the Rosenwald Fund.  Julius Rosenwald (August 12, 1862 – January 6, 1932) was 

an American businessman and philanthropist.  He is best known as a part-owner and leader of 

Sears, Roebuck and Company, and for establishing the Rosenwald Fund, which donated mil-

lions in matching funds to support the education of African American children in the rural 

South, as well as other philanthropic causes in the first half of the 20th century.   

    There were four Rosenwald Schools in Botetourt County – Eagle Rock, Hollins, Buchanan 

and Indian Rock – none are standing today.  Wade Minnis attended the Hollins school and 

James Edward Hickenbotham, Jr. attended the Eagle Rock school.  They both provided infor-

mation to Sonja Ingram about the schools they attended and where they were located for her 

documentation.  Also, location of the Indian Rock school was documented.  Preservation Vir-

ginia is also working to document the stories from the alumni of these schools and community.  

A future date will be set for this.  Pictures of these schools have been provided by Fisk Univer-

sity. 

 

Membership Renewal for 2019 

 
 If you have not already renewed your membership for 2019, we encourage you to use 

the membership renewal form found on page 3 of this e-newsletter to do so as soon as possi-

ble.  Revenue generated by your dues payments and donations are necessary for us to be able 

to continue to operate the Botetourt County Historical Museum and to provide the other pro-

grams and services of the historial society.  We appreciate your support! 



Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. 

Membership Application/Renewal Form 

 

For the Year of 2019 
 

Name:       

 

Address:       

 

        

 

Membership Categories:  Please mark one. 

 

 Individual: $25     

 

 Family: $25     

 

 Friend: $50     

 

 Patron: $100     

 

 Life:  $1,000     (one time payment) 

 

 

Additional Optional Donations: 

 

  Endowment Fund:    

 

  Museum Fund    

 

    

 Total Amount Enclosed:        
 
Please submit this form and a check for the total amount to: 

 

 Botetourt County Historical Society 

 P. O. Box 468 

 Fincastle, VA 24090.   

 

A membership card will be issued upon receipt of dues.  Checks may be made out to BCHS.    

 

The Botetourt County Historical Society, Inc. has been approved as a 501 (c)3 non profit or-

ganization by the Internal Revenue Service. 


